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Late-medieval England witnessed a remarkable rise in the 
prominence of poetry and the sophistication of the English 
vernacular, to which both writers and readers contributed 
in fundamental ways. But while the transition of the 
medieval writer into the modern author, with a modern 
understanding of authority and the ownership of a text, 
has been extensively studied, the crucial role of the reader 
has been overlooked.

Tracing affinities between digital and medieval media, 
this book explores how participation helped to define 
reading practices and shape relations between writers 
and readers from the late fourteenth to early sixteenth 
centuries. It draws on a wide variety of works – from 
Chaucer to banqueting poems and wall-texts – to 
demonstrate how medieval writers and readers engaged 
with practices familiar in digital media today. This includes 
such apparently modern ideas as crowd-sourced editing, 
nonlinear apprehension, mobility, temporality and forensic 
materiality. Writers turned to these practices in order to 
control readers’ engagement in ways that would benefit 
their reputations and encourage the transmission and 
interpretation of their texts. Readers, meanwhile, pursued 
their own agendas, which often conflicted with or simply 
ignored writers’ intentions.

Shedding light on a previously unexplored area,Participatory 
reading in late-medieval England will be of interest to 
students and scholars of medieval literature and the 
history of the book, as well as those interested in the long 
history of media studies.

Heather Blatt is Associate Professor of English Literature at Florida 
International University
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Series editors: Anke Bernau, David Matthews and 
James Paz

Series founded by: J. J. Anderson and Gail Ashton

Advisory board: Ruth Evans, Nicola McDonald, 
Andrew James Johnston, Sarah Salih, Larry Scanlon 
and Stephanie Trigg

Manchester Medieval Literature and Culture publishes monographs and essay collections 
comprising new research informed by current  critical methodologies on the literary 
cultures of the Middle Ages. We are interested in all periods, from the early Middle Ages 
through to the late, and we include post-medieval engagements with and representa-
tions of the medieval period (or ‘medievalism’). ‘Literature’ is taken in a broad sense, to 
include the many different medieval genres: imaginative, historical, political, scientific, 
religious. While we welcome contributions on the diverse cultures of medieval Britain 
and are happy to receive submissions on Anglo-Norman, Anglo-Latin and Celtic writ-
ings, we are also open to work on the Middle Ages in Europe more widely, and beyond.

Titles Available in the Series

 6. A knight’s legacy: Mandeville and Mandevillian lore in early modern England
 Ladan Niayesh (ed.)
 7. Rethinking the South English Legendaries
 Heather Blurton and Jocelyn Wogan-Browne (eds)
 8. Between earth and heaven: Liminality and the Ascension of Christ in Anglo-Saxon 

literature
 Johanna Kramer
 9. Transporting Chaucer
 Helen Barr
10. Sanctity as literature in late medieval Britain
 Eva von Contzen and Anke Bernau (eds)
11. Reading Robin Hood: Content, form and reception in the outlaw myth
 Stephen Knight
12. Annotated Chaucer bibliography: 1997–2010
 Mark Allen and Stephanie Amsel
13. Roadworks: Medieval Britain, medieval roads
 Valerie Allen and Ruth Evans (eds)
14. Love, history and emotion in Chaucer and Shakespeare: Troilus and Criseyde and 

Troilus and Cressida
 Andrew James Johnston, Russell West-Pavlov and Elisabeth Kempf (eds)
15. The Scottish Legendary: Towards a poetics of hagiographic narration
 Eva von Contzen
16. Nonhuman voices in Anglo-Saxon literature and material culture
 James Paz
17. The church as sacred space in Middle English literature and culture
 Laura Varnam
18. Aspects of knowledge: Preserving and reinventing traditions of learning in the Middle 

Ages
 Marilina Cesario and Hugh Magennis (eds)
19. Visions and ruins: Cultural memory and the untimely Middle Ages
 Joshua Davies

Founding series editors j. j. anderson, gail ashton 

This series is broad in scope and receptive to innovation, bringing together a variety of 
approaches. It is intended to include monographs, collections of commissioned essays, 
and editions and/or translations of texts, with a focus on English and English-related 
literature and culture. It embraces medieval writings of many different kinds (imaginative, 
historical, political, scientific, religious) as well as post-medieval treatments of medieval 
material. An important aim of the series is that contributions to it should be written in a 
style which is accessible to a wide range of readers.
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