
The whims of an extreme right business man

One of the most influential people in the German post-war extreme right
scene is Gerhard Frey, the multi-millionaire media czar who owns and pub-
lishes several newspapers (see Müller 1989: 66–74; Backes and Jesse 1993:
295–7; Mecklenburg 1999b). Born in 1933 into a traditional national-con-
servative merchant family, Frey first worked for the Deutsche Soldaten-
zeitung (German Soldiers Newspaper, DSZ) and later bought 50 per cent of
its stock. During the 1960s his publishing company acquired the rest of the
stock and Frey became both publisher and chief editor of the newspaper
(Mayer 1998: 185). He bought several other right-wing newspapers and
journals, among them several journals of the Vertriebenen (expellees), and
shares of various others, among them the influential nationalist monthly
Nation [und] Europa (Sippel 1989).

Under his management the DSZ was renamed several times before getting
its current name Deutsche National-Zeitung (German National Newspaper,
DNZ) in 1968 (Sippel 1989; Virechow 1999). It grew from an almost bank-
rupt monthly with about 9,000 readers into a flourishing weekly with
around 80,000 readers. With it Frey’s own position rose to that of a power-
ful voice within extreme right Germany. In 1971 he enlarged his media
empire even further by buying the Deutscher Anzeiger (German Informant,
DA) and founding a new publishing company, owned by his wife. The FZ-
Verlag publishes several ‘revelation’ books, often edited by Gerhard Frey
himself or his son Gerhard Frey Jr. In 1985 the company was expanded by
a book service, the Deutscher Buchdienst, and a year later by a travel agency,
the Deutsche Reisen (Sippel 1989; Linke 1994). The same year Frey acquired
the Deutsche Wochen-Zeitung (German Weekly Newspaper, DWZ), which at
the end of 1990 absorbed the DA.

In January 1971 Frey founded the Deutsche Volksunion e.V. (German
People’s Union, DV), a registered association without a party licence, as a
successor to the already diminishing Aktion Neue Rechte (ANR). Among the
thirteen co-founders of the DV were leading members of various nationalist
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and expellee organisations, as well as local leaders from right-wing parties,
such as the CDU and the Bayernpartei (Braasch 1996). The organisation
described itself as a ‘supra-party political collection of freedom-loving and
law abiding citizens’. A year later Frey founded the Freiheitlicher Rat (Free-
dom Council, FR), an umbrella organisation of several extreme right (and
revisionist) groups under his own leadership. The FR organised the anti-Ost-
politik ‘March on Bonn’ of April 1972, which was attended by some 5,000
people (Stöss 1991: 194). It was also supposed to prepare the foundation of
a new party, the Deutsche Nationalpartei (German National Party), which,
however, never materialised (Sippel 1989).

During the 1970s Frey founded several specialised ‘action groups’, which
were able to absorb a substantial part of the rapidly diminishing NPD mem-
bership. The various groups worked together in the FR and called them-
selves Vereinigte Freiheitliche (United-Freedom Loving), after 1976
National-Freiheitliche. In the beginning of the 1980s Frey restructured his
organisation: the various groups (and their members) became part of the
umbrella organisation DV.1 In the mid 1990s the Frey imperium was restruc-
tured once again, and this time only four organisations remained: the polit-
ical party DVU, the political organisation DV, and the ‘action groups’
Initiative für Ausländer-Begrenzung (Initiative to Limit Foreign Immigration)
and Ehrenbund Rudel – Gemeinschaft zum Schutz der Frontsoldaten (Rudel
League – Society to Protect Front-Line Soldiers). Although these organisa-
tions engage in virtually no activities, the umbrella organisation DV has 
been the biggest (officially registered) right-wing extremist movement in
Germany since 1980. That year the membership doubled from 6,400 in
1979 to 13,500.2 The next year it decreased somewhat, but until 1986 it
fluctuated around 12,000.

After the short and unsuccessful flirtation with the NPD in the mid 1970s,
Frey stayed away of party politics for almost ten years, devoting his time pri-
marily to the development of his media empire and political movement. At
the end of 1986, however, he decided to found his own political party, the
Deutsche Liste (German List). Surprisingly, he was helped by his old rivals,
the now sectarian NPD. After having used the name Deutsche Volksliste
(German People’s List) for a short time, Frey renamed his party Deutsche
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1 In the early 1990s this included the following organisations: Volksbewegung gegen anti-
deutsche Propaganda (People’s Movement against Anti-German Propaganda); Aktion Deutsche
Einheit (Action German Unity); Initiative für Ausländer-Begrenzung (Initiative to Limit Foreign
Immigration); Aktion deutsches Radio und Fernsehen (Action German Radio and Broadcasting);
Ehrenbund Rudel – Gemeinschaft zum Schutz der Frontsoldaten (Rudel League – Society to Pro-
tect Front-Line Soldiers); and Deutscher Schutzbund für Volk und Kultur (German Protection
League for Ethnic Community and Culture).

2 Unless indicated differently all membership figures and election results are based on Backes
and Moreau (1994: 59–76).
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Volksunion-Liste D (German People’s Union – List D) on 6 March 1987, in
which D stands for Deutschland. In February 1991 it dropped the appendix
‘Liste D’, which was hardly noticed by the outside world, as the party was
generally referred to as DVU or Deutsche Volksunion.

The DNZ of 6 March 1987 opened with the headline: ‘New party to the
right of the CDU. The union of the nationals [Nationalen].’ Frey explained
his step into party politics as a reaction to the fact that the Wende (turning
back), promised by the newly elected CDU/CSU-FDP government in 1983,
had failed to materialise, and to the failings of the government in the areas
of Deutschlandpolitik (the politics of the FRG towards the GDR), internal
security and the immigration issue.

The DVU began its activities in Bremen and Bremerhaven with a ‘citizens’
request to limit foreign immigration’. In 1987 it also made an electoral pact
with the NPD leadership, despite fierce internal opposition within the latter
party (Sippel 1989). It was agreed that only one of the two parties would
stand in each election. For example, the DVU would contest the 1989 Euro-
pean election, whereas the NPD would contest the parliamentary election a
year later. They further agreed that the party that contested the election
would put candidates of the other party on its list. Everything considered the
agreement was primarily an alliance of two weak parties against a stronger
third party (the REP). It was also an alliance of money and cadre: the NPD
had cadre but no money, the DVU had money but no cadre.

Between 1987 and 1990 both parties profited from the alliance. In its first
ever election, the Bürgerschaftswahl (city state election) in Bremen of Sep-
tember 1987, the DVU gained 3.4 per cent. Because of the 5.4 per cent in
the constituency of Bremerhaven the party not only got two seats in the city
council, but was also the first (officially registered) right-wing extremist
party in twenty years that gained a seat in a state parliament. The electoral
success of the DVU had been preceded by a massive campaign, in which Frey
was said to have invested two million DM, more than SPD and CDU
together, and received only sixty-five thousand DM Wahlkampfkostenrück-
erstattung (Assheuer and Sarkowicz 1990: 36–7). Nevertheless, it had been
a successful dress rehearsal for the 1989 European election.

The DVU’s 1989 European election campaign was one of the most expen-
sive in German history. Frey paid no less than seventeen million DM, mostly
his own money, primarily for three national door-to-door deliveries of pam-
phlets with a total circulation of seventy million (Assheuer and Sarkowicz
1990: 37). This notwithstanding the DVU was completely overshadowed by
the REP in the election: the parties won 1.6 and 7.1 per cent respectively.
This political and financial fiasco, involving a loss of fourteen million DM,
led Frey to terminate the alliance prematurely. Despite the electoral misfor-
tunes the membership of the DV(U) grew from 18,600 in 1988 to 25,000 in
1989. In September 1991 the party returned from the dead, being re-elected
into the Bremen state council with six seats. The 6.2 per cent it gained made
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the DVU the third largest party in the council. In April of the following year,
the DVU repeated its success in Schleswig-Holstein, gaining 6.3 per cent of
the votes and six seats (against the REP’s 1.2 per cent). At the Hamburg state
council election in September 1993 the DVU was not able to continue its
success in the northern part of Germany. It gained 2.8 per cent, far less than
the 4.8 per cent of the REP, yet enough to keep the latter out of the council.

Surprisingly, the DVU did not contest any elections in the Superwahljahr
1994. The main reasons for the party’s abstention were the disappointing
results in the prior elections and the poor financial situation of the party (pri-
marily as a result of the first). The DVU was said to have debts of around
nine million DM, which were covered by the personal capital of the Frey
family (VSB 1995: 128). In addition, and following NPD leader Mußgnug’s
succession by former Frey rival Günter Deckert, the relationship between
the DVU and the NPD deteriorated into open hostility. Together with the
hopeless situation of the DVU, this led to the rapprochement with the old
enemy, the REP. Even though Frey had often attacked Schönhuber in his
newspapers, he had always kept open the possibility for cooperation. How-
ever, the consequent publicity led to the expulsion of Schönhuber as REP
leader, and his successor Schlierer immediately terminated the cooperation.

The inactivity of the party in 1994 cost the party dearly: its membership
decreased by almost one quarter to 15,000 the next year (VSB 1996: 153).
This notwithstanding, the DVU contested the May 1995 election in Bremen
with a costly campaign of, according to the party itself, some two million
DM (Mayer 1998: 196). The results were another setback, as the DVU lost
its representation in the state council, dropping to just 2.5 per cent. The next
year it was also voted out of the state parliament in Schleswig-Holstein, gain-
ing 4.3 per cent (Jesse 1997). In September 1997 the party was close to a
stunning comeback, failing the 5 per cent hurdle in the Hamburg state elec-
tion by only 190 votes (Stahl 1997; VSB 1998). The result of 4.97 per cent
did bring the DVU back into the spotlight though (see Mayer 1998). More-
over, it revived the debate on party political cooperation within the extreme
right camp. Frey targeted particularly the REP, hoping to come to some kind
of non-aggression pact with its leader, while at the same time wooing his
internal opponents. However, Schlierer did not budge and Frey found him-
self still isolated – the ‘moderates’ (e.g. REP) rejected his extremism, while
the ‘extremists’ (e.g. NPD) despised his pragmatism (and his businesses).

The next year the party knew both setbacks and successes. Regarding the
former, two of its state branches (Berlin and Brandenburg) left the party in
March, bringing the total number of state branches back to sixteen (VSB
1999). This notwithstanding, on 26 April 1998 the DVU celebrated its
biggest electoral victory so far, winning 12.9 per cent and sixteen seats in the
Saxony-Anhalt state election (Mayer 1998). This was the first time an offi-
cially registered extreme right party made it into parliament in a ‘new’ (i.e.
Eastern) state. The victory brought the party huge publicity as well as a true
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flood of new members (some 3,000). The period of euphoria lasted only a
short time though: on 27 September the party scored just 2.9 per cent in the
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern state election and got stuck at a mere 1.2 per
cent in the parliamentary election – despite the fact that the former REP fig-
ureheads Schönhuber and Krause headed the DVU lists as independents in
Bavaria and Saxony respectively (VSB 1999). In November 1998 Frey and
Schlierer finally met and the two agreed upon forming a strategic pact not to
compete in the Hesse and Bremen elections the next year. This narrowly
paid off in Bremen, where the DVU scored 3.0 per cent overall, but because
of the 6.0 per cent in Bremerhaven, it is for the third time represented in the
state coucil (with one seat; see Ohne 1999). On 13 June 1999 the DVU did
not contest the European election – these were left for the (unsuccessful)
REP.

Even though the DVU has had several (surprising) electoral successes in its
short existence, these were obtained with an existing but not functioning
organisational structure (see Mecklenburg 1999a). The party is and has
always been a ghost party. This is at first sight contradictory to the fact that
it is at the same time Germany’s biggest right-wing extremist party in mem-
bership figures. The membership figures peaked in 1992 at 26,734 to drop
to some 15,000 in the late 1990s (see the annual VSB). The high member-
ship is due to the fact that, since December 1988, all members of the ‘action
groups’ and movement DV have been automatically registered as members
of the party DVU. The membership is primarily built upon the readership of
the two extreme right newspapers though. Moreover, its membership is
ageing, as most members are believed to be older than sixty-five (Moreau
and Backes 1998: 153). More importantly, both papers, and in a sense also
the party and movement, are part of Frey’s business empire. This is also why
the party has always had major difficulties in finding (suitable) candidates for
elections and why it worked together with the more activist-oriented NPD.
The lack of cadre in combination with the authoritarian leadership of Frey
from his Munich headquarters has led to a desolate situation among party
delegates (Butterwege et al. 1997; Löblich 1998). From the six people who
were elected on the DVU ticket in Schleswig-Holstein in April 1992, for
example, only one was still a member a year later, while four of the other
five formed a DLVH faction (Backes and Moreau 1994: 62ff). In the Bremen
state council the situation was much the same (see Hoffmann and Lepszy
1998), while in Saxony Anhalt one quarter of the parliamentary faction had
defected within the first year (Löblich 1999).

Except for the occasional election campaign, often primarily fought by
mail, the DVU is at its most visible during its annual meeting in Passau, at the
border of Germany and Austria. There the party fights (and defeats) the city
council every year in a lawsuit to win the right to keep its so-called
Großkundgebung (big demonstration). The traditional meeting at the end of
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September is one of the biggest ‘extreme right’ meetings in Western Europe,
drawing between 2,000 and 3,000 visitors annually.3 Except for the party
leader and some other prominent members, there are always foreign speak-
ers, among them have been the Russian right-wing extremist politician
Vladimir Zhirinovski and the English revisionist David Irving (both of
whom have been banned from entering Germany since 1993). The speakers
are in general little known right-wing extremists though, such as (in 1994)
Robert Brock (leader of an obscure US black-nationalist movement) and
Hubert Verhelst (low-key delegate of the VB).

Profiling the literature

Externally oriented: party programmes
The party programme of the DVU is probably one of the shortest of all
German parties today. In addition, it is little more than a selection of points
from the programme of the non-party political DV, itself a collection of parts
of the programmes of its various actions groups. The party programme is not
only short, it is also unchanging. Since the foundation of the party in 1987,
the Programm der DVU-Liste D (DVU 1987) has consisted of twelve points
on a total of eight very small or five small unpaged pages, and during this
time its content has undergone no substantial alteration. Even the fall of the
Berlin wall, which forced political parties throughout Europe to rethink
their positions, had little effect on the DVU programme. Though the party
accepted a new Partei-Programm (DVU 1993) in August 1993, the few actual
changes in the programme were more reactions to the ongoing process of
European integration, most notably to the signing of the Maastricht Treaty,
rather than to the end of the cold war. The party has not changed its pro-
gramme since.

Nor has the party been very divergent in the content of its election pro-
paganda. In general the party programme functions as an election pro-
gramme, although the party used special election programmes in some
instances, most notably the 1989 European election. The core programme
for these elections, Schwerpunkt-Programm der DVU zur Europa-Wahl am
18. Juni 1989 (DVU 1989), was almost an exact copy of the party pro-
gramme, though with a particular focus on the European Community. Even
though the party often used the same slogans and material for different elec-
tions, its campaigns were certainly not cheaply run, and far more money was
spent than was received back from the state (see Haller and Deiters 1989:
270). As the party had only money and no activists, its election campaigns
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were primarily capital rather than labour intensive. The party often just
bombarded (special sections of) eligible voters with pamphlets (see Müller
1989: 75–9).

Internally oriented: Frey’s newspapers
As the DVU never published an official party paper, the newspapers of Frey
have served as the effective party press. Originally Frey published three
newspapers, but with the merger of 1991 only two remained: the Deutsche
National-Zeitung (DNZ), with the subtitle ‘freedom-loving, independent
and above parties’, and the Deutsche Wochen-Zeitung (DWZ), with the sub-
title ‘for national politics, culture and economy’. The two papers are almost
identical in style and content and are published weekly; the main difference
is in the timing and wording of the stories. They can be bought at newspa-
per stands, especially in railway stations, though the large majority of its
readership is by subscription.4 Until 1990, the DNZ and DWZ together had
a total circulation of well over 100,000 (Backes and Moreau 1994: 68). This
made them (together) the third best-selling weekly in Germany (Pfahl-
Traughber 1993). In the 1990s, however, the circulation seems to be in a free
fall, fluctuating between 55,000 and 60,000 at the end of the decade (see the
annual VSB). In 1999 the two papers merged.

Because of the similarity of content (and style) the two newspapers are
treated as one and the same in this analysis.5 The lay-out of both papers is
based on the German tabloids, especially its most popular representative
Bild-Zeitung. The papers generally contain twelve pages and are profession-
ally made with big headlines in red ink and a lot of pictures, tables and fig-
ures. The make-up of the papers is clear and consistent: the stories are
organised per issue on a page, there are regular features and several serials.
The papers are further filled with advertisements for (items of) the various
businesses of Frey: the last two pages are always reserved for the Deutscher
Buchdienst, which advertises a broad assortment of books, video’s, cassettes,
flags, medals, coins and maps. Moreover, many articles in the paper are
based on these books or are ended with a reference of ‘further reading’ to
one of these books (or to join one of the action groups within the DV).

66 Germany

4 The subscribers are bombarded by letters and offers of Frey’s other businesses, especially
its book service. Approximately every two months they receive a letter in which they are asked
to support the ‘just cause’ by ordering books, medals or cassettes, or by giving a friend a sub-
scription to one of the papers. The advertisements are always presented as a struggle of good
against evil; one of the advertisement slogans for the newspapers is: ‘subscribe to the truth’.

5 The similarity of the newspapers was established on the basis of both secondary literature
(Assheuer and Sarkowicz 1990; Lange 1993) and own research. As the amount of ‘party’ liter-
ature was too vast both practically and in comparison to the other parties in the study, only one
issue per month of one of the two newspapers has been analysed. The main criterion for the
choice of the newspaper (DA, DNZ or DWZ) was its availability: the choice of issues was
random.
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The style of writing in the newspapers is generally very cautious and sug-
gestive. Some of the more often used figures of speech are insinuations and
rhetorical questions: e.g. ‘Do foreigners have more rights than Germans?’
(DNZ 12/87). Frey and his papers have been prosecuted over 120 times and
yet have not once been convicted (Lange 1993: 73). The papers are primar-
ily concerned with the past instead of the present, even though they try to
relate the two. Most articles do not contain much ideological elaboration.
The papers present ‘facts’ and comment on them. The ideology is hidden in
the selection of topics.6 Many articles reappear in different issues through-
out the years and citations (often from books edited and sold by Frey him-
self) are used endlessly in both articles and issues.

Deutschland über alles!

Though a certain difference in content and style between the externally ori-
ented programmes and the internally oriented papers will be present with all
political parties, specific circumstances cause a particular difference in the
case of the DVU. The programme is the only genuine literature of the party
and is very concise but at the same time deals with various themes. The
newspapers, on the other hand, are extensive in number of issues and pages,
yet mainly address a few limited topics. Moreover, they are directed at their
own readership of which only a part are (also) members of the DVU. Hence,
the content of the party programmes will be at the centre of the description
of the party ideology.

Nationalism
The DVU is first and foremost a nationalist party. The struggle for a German
Germany is the only prominent feature in both sources of literature.
Whether the party is state or ethnic nationalist is impossible to decipher
from the literature. Though the party claims the right to a German Germany
it does not explicate the basis for this claim. Nor does it address the issue of
‘who is a German’. In general the language fits the ethnic nationalist dis-
course, with terms like Volksgemeinschaft (ethnic community), but the party
never elaborates on the meaning of the concept. It considers national sover-
eignty a Lebensrecht (right of life) and consequently argues:

Germany should remain the country of the Germans. The German ethnic com-
munity should receive the same rights as all other ethnic communities. This
includes the right to hereditary land, national identity and full sovereignty.
(DVU 1993)
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tive aspects of Jewish businessmen and Israel.
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With the term ‘hereditary land’ the party refers to the territories to the East
of the Oder-Neiße border, including parts of Poland, Russia, Ukraine and the
Czech Republic. Though the terminology seems to indicate a clearly ethnic
nationalist argument, based on the feature of external exclusiveness, the DVU
employs almost solely legal arguments. It claims that the annexations of these
territories are in violation of international law and sees itself thereby sup-
ported by (the preamble of) the German constitution. In line with the legal
argument it wishes to arrange for the return of the territory exclusively by
peaceful means, i.e. through negotiations rather than war. In open contrast to
the nationalist argument of external exclusiveness is the fact that, like the
REP, the DVU feels closely related to the Austrians, which it considers to be a
part of the German Kulturnation, yet accepts the Austrian state (not the Aus-
trian nation). It does express the hope that the two states will one day rejoin.

The rights to national identity and full sovereignty are based on the notion
of internal homogenisation. The party wants the German state to be both
inhabited and governed exclusively by members of the German ethnic com-
munity. This means that the (few) foreigners that are allowed to live in Ger-
many should not be allowed to interfere in German politics. This is why the
party forcefully rejects the extension of the right to vote to foreigners, not
only for non-European guest workers but also for the citizens of the West-
ern allies, particularly of the three former occupying countries (France, the
United Kingdom and the United States). Again the argument is primarily
voiced in legal terms: according to the German constitution the German
people are sovereign and this should ‘thus’ not be changed.

The Maastricht Treaty has pushed opposition to the EU to the fore in the
party literature. This is particularly visible in the programme; where the
1987 version addressed the issue of European integration solely in relation
to agriculture, the 1993 version relates it to several fields. The EU is mainly
opposed on nationalist grounds. Though the party claims to support coop-
eration between European countries, it does not want this to be at the cost
of a loss of sovereignty on the part of the individual countries, most partic-
ularly Germany. In this respect the DVU seems to have given up on its desire
for a European alternative to NATO (DVU 1993).

Patriotism
The second most important ideological feature of the party literature is
patriotism: Germany first! At the core of several sections is the belief that
German interests, which means the interests of the German people, ethnic
community and state, should be the prime (and in fact only) interest of the
(West-)German government. This was expressed most clearly by Frey him-
self:

For us it is Germany that matters in the first place, it is Germany that matters in
the second place, and it is Germany that matters in the third place. Then there
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is for a long time nothing, and then we can talk about the interests of ethnic
communities that live 10,000 km away from us. (Sippel 1989: 176)

The patriotic policy is applied chiefly to foreign policy, and according to the
party all countries should follow such a policy. Germany should not inter-
fere in matters pertaining to other countries and other countries should not
interfere in German matters. This is the only way the Germans can win back
their full sovereignty, especially since the party believes that the country is
still treated as hostile by the outside world, and particularly by the UN which
is dominated by the anti-German Americans (see below). Financial transfers
to foreign countries, both Third World and European Union, should be
linked to the condition that the recipient countries are pro-German, i.e. sup-
port the right to an independent German state. Furthermore, German sol-
diers should not take part in UN missions or support foreign actions that do
not primarily lead to the good of Germany. This was argued forcefully
during the Gulf war, where the party distanced itself from the official
German policy of support for the UN and argued that Germany should sup-
port Iraq, as it is part of the Arab nation, the only true friend of Germany in
the post-war period.7

Except for articles that deal with attacks on anti-national people and
countries, there are a variety of positively formulated examples of patrio-
tism. Several articles on German accomplishments are even outright chau-
vinist. Virtually every German success in a major sporting event, for
instance, is mentioned on the front page of the papers (e.g. the world cham-
pionship in soccer in 1990 or the all-German victory at Wimbledon in
1992). There are also various small (neutrally formulated) articles on posi-
tive performances of German companies and quotations of (often foreign)
leading persons that are positive about (some aspect of) Germany. This
notwithstanding, the papers are always careful not to downgrade other
countries or explicitly to claim superiority of the Germans. In essence, the
fact is simply that the party is not really interested in anything other than
Germany and the German ethnic community.

Exclusionism
Although it is clear that matters of inclusion and exclusion in the German
nation are very important to the DVU there is virtually no reference to the
desired criterion for this process. For example, whether foreigners are
believed to be able and allowed to integrate (assimilate) into the German
community remains unknown, as this question is never addressed. Only very
occasionally does the party portray some signs of an ethnopluralist convic-
tion, as in a book review of Roland Tichy’s Ausländer rein (Foreigners In) in
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7 A similar argument was used in relation to the war in the former Yugoslavia, where the party
advocated open and unconditional support for the Croats and Bosnians against the Serbs, as
these two ethnic communities had fought with the Germans in ‘previous wars’.
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which the reviewer almost desperately remarks: ‘Does Tichy fail to see that
nature created people of different ethnic communities, and that those, who
want to change this inflict severe harm to the ethnic communities.’ However,
the reviewer knows the aim of Tichy: ‘the destabilisation of these ethnic
communities, so that the plan to de-Germanise [entdeutschen] Germany and
to lead it into a multicultural society still succeeds’ (DNZ 20/7/90). The main
cause for the ‘destabilisation’ is generally voiced in cultural rather than
ethnopluralist terms, pointing to the lack (or destruction) of ‘natural’ tradi-
tions and bonds.

Another example, pointing to the totally different approach of the party
towards Aussiedler and foreigners, is in the rhetorical question: ‘Do we want
a storm of millions of foreigners from often totally different cultures or the
reinforcement of people of German descent?’ (DNZ 11/5/90). This quote
aptly shows the style of writing and particular use of language in the papers:
first, it speaks of a negatively formulated Ansturm (storm) of foreigners,
which is then contrasted to a positively formulated Zuzug (reinforcement) of
the Aussiedler. Though not openly stated, it is clear that the fact that the
latter group is ‘of German descent’ and the former are ‘from totally differ-
ent cultures’ is the basis of the divergence in treatment: difference (of cul-
ture) means problems.

There have been even fewer hints at racism, and these appeared exclu-
sively in side stories, especially in reports of readers on trips to Namibia
(described by its German colonial name Southwest Africa) which are organ-
ised by Frey’s travel agency. In one report various remarks were made about
the inefficiency and stupidity in agriculture of the black population com-
pared to the white (DNZ 15/5/87). Another report, which wallows in nos-
talgia over the colonial past, states that ‘(i)n almost no black African state
does a functioning parliamentary democracy exist, because this is alien to the
African mentality and will also remain alien’ (DNZ 14/4/89).

Revisionism
While open revisionism is primarily visible in the newspapers, the first pro-
gramme also included a call for a general pardon for all war criminals and a
rehabilitation of all front-line soldiers (DVU 1987). Though this point did
not return in this radical form in later versions, the few minor changes in the
programme were primarily directed at a passage which deals with the issue
of rehabilitation. The text originally contained the sentence: ‘We oppose any
discrimination and outlawing of front-line soldiers, particularly of the
Waffen-SS, and any defamation of their fallen’ (DVU 1987: my italics).8 In
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the Waffen-SS’. In the versions after 28 December 1992 the marked area was crossed out with
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the 1993 version the marked area was deleted, and the passage was also
enhanced and modernised:

We oppose any discrimination and outlawing of front-line soldiers and any
defamation of their fallen. They did their difficult duty without being responsi-
ble for the actions of the political leadership. (DVU 1993)

The party wants the Germans to be proud (again) of their people and her-
itage. It wants to do away with the ‘anti-national’ Vergangenheitsbewältigung
(the official dealing with the Nazi-past by the German state), so that Ger-
many can again be seen by both Germans and the rest of the world as a coun-
try like any other, with good and bad sides. Referring to Hitler’s aspiration
for a German Reich the paper writes: ‘The Thousand-Year Reign will become
reality after all: 12 years of practice and 988 years of Vergangenheitsbewäl-
tigung’ (DNZ 23/9/88).

Prominent Germans that according to the party indulge in anti-national
behaviour are attacked endlessly in the paper. They are denounced as com-
munists and anti-national left-wingers, or their ‘brown past’ is revealed. The
prime target of the paper was for a long time the then German president
Richard von Weiszäcker, famous for his warnings against nationalistic senti-
ments in Germany. Various articles dealt with the past of the president him-
self as Wehrmacht officer on the Eastern front, but especially with that of his
father, assistant secretary of foreign affairs in the Nazi regime.

The critiques on Von Weiszäcker and his father were also used to attack
the thesis of the collective guilt of the Germans. The DVU denounces this
thesis as a plot to keep Germany small and humble. It believes that the
common German was innocent and that the (few) crimes that were com-
mitted by the Nazi regime were the work and responsibility of a small group
of people around (and including) Hitler. The party argues that it was impos-
sible for ordinary Germans to know of the atrocities of the Nazi regime, but
that Von Weiszäcker himself could have known as his father was part of the
elite. This is not to say that the party explicitly rejects the actions of Von
Weiszäcker (or his father) during the war. It mainly rejects his actions after
the war. On top of that the party wants to show that the fierce anti-nation-
alists of the post-war period have dirty hands themselves, and have become
anti-national as a consequence of either blackmail or opportunism.

The bulk of the articles in the papers deal with topics that are directly
related to the Second World War. Probably the most prominent is the role of
Germany. Almost every issue covers at least one article in which this role is
revised. This is done directly, e.g. by ‘proving’ that crimes generally ascribed
to Nazi Germany were not as bad as is claimed. Several articles deal with the
question of ‘How many Jews really died?’ (DNZ 7/6/91). In these articles the
crimes against the Jews are not denied, but the number of (possible) victims
is considerably reduced. Other articles try to prove that Germany did not
start the war but was forced to react to the aggressive and unjust actions of

Deutsche Volksunion 71

chap3  28/5/02  13.31  Page 71

Cas Mudde - 9781526137753
Downloaded from manchesterhive.com at 05/25/2023 03:10:44AM

via free access



others (most notably France and Poland). In the same spirit the attack on the
Soviet Union in 1941 (Operation Barbarossa) is described as a preemptive
strike on the eve of a Russian invasion of Germany. Sometimes the papers try
to prove that various crimes were not committed by the Nazis at all. In this
case, the crimes are acknowledged in all their horror, but they are simply
ascribed to others. Many of these articles are excerpts from books edited,
published and sold by Frey, with titles like ‘The True Guilty of the Second
World War’, ‘Concealed Documents’ and ‘Acquittal for Germany’.

Another way to get Germany acquitted is by comparison, that is, by
putting war crimes of other countries at the same level of those of Nazi Ger-
many. In this respect it is interesting to see how the papers use the term
‘holocaust’. Under this heading articles are published that deal with the bom-
bardment of Dresden, while no word is spoken about the genocide of the
Jews (e.g. DNZ 23/10/92). The term holocaust is further used in the many
articles that deal with the expulsion of Germans from the Eastern territories
shortly after the war. A related strategy is the so-called Aufrechnung, mean-
ing both ‘guilt comparison’ and ‘addition’ in the German language. This is
primarily achieved by comparing the number of people killed by the Nazi
regime with the number of victims of the communist regime of the Soviet
Union. A lot of attention is also given to the number of wars that have been
fought since the Second World War, especially by former allied forces, and
the number of people that died in these wars.

Even though the papers always devote a few condemnatory words to the
Nazi regime and never openly endorse its politics, their description of the
events and the classifications used often paint a rather favourable picture.
For instance, in an article on the trial of war criminal Klaus Barbie, the
author speaks on the one hand of the ‘terror’ and ‘murder gangs’ of the
Maquis (the French resistance), and on the other hand of the ‘phenomenal
abilities’ of Barbie, who allegedly has been put on the war criminal list
‘because of a thirst for revenge of the resistance’ (DNZ 5/87). No indelicate
word is spoken about Barbie, infamous in the rest of the world as ‘the
butcher of Lyon’. Another example is a review of a book that deals with the
German annexation of Sudetenland (the western part of the Czech Repub-
lic) in 1938, in which the author speaks on the one hand of the ‘overheated
nationalism’ of the Czechs and on the other hand of the ‘liberation of the
Sudetenländer’ (DNZ 24/6/87).

Anti-semitism
A topic that is present in almost every issue of the newspapers is that of the
Jews in general and of Israel in particular. Even though anti-Semitism is
nowhere openly present, there are so many implicit remarks and indications
that the party can be called anti-Semitic without any hesitation. For one,
(individual) Jews are only mentioned in a negative way. Several neutral short
articles deal with fraudulent businessmen, in which it is explicitly written
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that they are Jewish (even though it is not relevant). This is also true for arti-
cles on Israel, which always refer to Israel as the Judenstaat (Jewish state).
Disproportionate attention is devoted to negative aspects of the Israeli state,
particularly its aggression in the occupied territories. The only time that
Jews are mentioned in a positive way is when they support the revisionism
of the DVU, as this is believed to add strength to the own argument.

The party is more open in its many insinuations of a Jewish conspiracy. In
general Jews outside of Israel are seen as first and foremost loyal to Israel and
only secondarily to the country in which they live (and often are born and
raised). For instance, the German Jew Michael Friedman, who is active in
both the Jewish community and local politics in Frankfurt, is described not
only as ‘Frankfurter CDU-politician’ but also as ‘Israeli functionary’ (DNZ
24/11/89). A classic example of anti-Semitic conspiracy thinking is present
in an article on the Alija (the Jewish exodus from Russia), which extensively
covers the alleged disproportionate presence of Jews in the leadership of the
communist party (DNZ 20/7/90). There is also much speculation on ‘Israel’s
true power’ in the papers; they even had a seven-part series on this topic.
Another good example of anti-Semitic conspiracy thinking is taken from an
article on a Jewish anti-fascist living in Germany, who is suspected of work-
ing for the Israeli secret service:

In addition, interested circles in the Federal Republic need to speak and write
about an alleged hatred of foreigners by the Germans, to divert in that way the
attention from the hatred of Palestinians by the Israeli state. (DNZ 19/5/89)

Frey has always denied allegations of anti-Semitism, claiming that he never
said or wrote that all Jews are bad and that he should have the right to call
some of them bad. According to Frey, the fact that everyone is attacking him
only proves that Germany is still not free from its past, and that Jews have a
special position in Germany. As proof of his good behaviour, he points to the
fact that the father of the late famous Jewish violinist Yehudi Menuhin
worked for years as chief of the cultural-political section of the DNZ. In
1967 Moshe Menuhin resigned because, contrary to Frey, he supported the
Ostpolitik and thought the paper was not militant enough towards Israel and
Zionism.

Though the most prominent, Jews and Israel are not seen as the only ‘dark
forces’ in the world. The usual shady enemies of extreme right conspiracies
are present in the party literature: the trilaterals, the Bilderberg group and
the Council for Foreign Relations. Most articles on these organisations and
the people in them are based on the book ‘Leaders without Masks – Inter-
national’, edited by Gerhard Frey himself. The book provides the reader
with information on ‘the truly powerful and the puppet-master
[Drahtzieher] of world politics’. It should come as no surprise that many of
the leaders are … Jews.
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Xenophobia
A feature that has become one of the most prominent in the papers in the
1990s is xenophobia. It is directed at two subgroups of foreigners: immi-
grants and asylum seekers. The picture that is usually painted of the multi-
cultural society is an ominous one in which chaos is the only rule, and the
paper always displays the US, and the city of Chicago in particular, as the
spectre of this degenerated, criminal, violent society.

Asylum seekers became the major issue in German politics in the early
1990s, after their number had increased dramatically. The DVU was well
prepared for this issue, as it had always opposed immigration and had dis-
covered the issue of asylum seekers already at the beginning of the 1980s.
The issue is mostly debated in legal and economic terms. The main argument
is that the large majority are not genuine asylum seekers, which is proven by
the very low percentage that are officially recognised by the German state.
This is combined with the issue of the high costs of the asylum seekers for
Germany, primarily in financial but sometimes also in personal and ecologi-
cal terms. The DVU does not always address the subject only in ‘objective’
terms and the screaming headlines of the papers are used to enhance the
existing fears within the readership for an Überfremdung (a flood of for-
eigners). The paper devotes much attention to scandals in which asylum
seekers are involved: for instance, in articles with telling titles such as ‘Sham
asylum seekers exposed as criminals. Clear way for foreign swindlers’ (DNZ
10/6/88) and ‘What gypsies cost us. Asylum seekers cash in’ (DNZ 16/8/91).

The DVU does not consider itself to be xenophobic and even claims to
help to prevent its (further) widespread outbursts within German society.
After the (obligatory) remark that genuine asylum seekers should be
accepted a Bremen DVU delegate stated:

Throw the swindlers out, the imposters, the criminals of multinational descent,
the heroine Turks and cocaine Negroes, Gipsy plunderers and Polish smugglers
and car thieves, because by tolerating them we breed hate against foreigners!
(DNZ 11/9/92)

This type of argument has always been the party’s main defense against alle-
gations that its alleged anti-foreigner propaganda provides ammunition for
those fire-bombing refugee homes. In reaction to the many campaigns for
Ausländerfreundlichkeit (kindness towards foreigners) and against Auslän-
derfeindlichkeit (hostility against foreigners), which were launched in the
beginning of the 1990s and were supported by all main political parties, the
DVU started a campaign in support of its own organisations with the slogan:
‘In name of the law: deport sham asylum seekers – fight hate against for-
eigners!’

Even though the issue of immigration is a separate issue, it is generally dis-
cussed in the same terms. Originally guest workers had more credit than
asylum seekers. Despite the fact that the party and its papers often pointed
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to the high crime figures of the foreign population in Germany, they did not
fail to mention (though less regularly) that still only a minority is criminal:

Hereby one has to consider: the majority of foreigners living here have no more
to do with crime than that they themselves are threatened by imposters with a
German or foreign passport. Certainly, the majority of the decent foreigners
that live here wish for decisive action against native and foreign gangster as
much as this is the wish of the decent Germans. (DNZ 24/5/91)

After the 1992 compromise of the major German parties on a more strict law
on asylum, the DVU toughened its stand on other foreigners. This is proba-
bly tactically motivated as the issue of asylum seekers proved successful for
the party and it hopes to sustain this success with similar campaigns against
other foreigners.

Socio-economic policy
Socio-economic policy is dealt with rather extensively in the party pro-
gramme, yet is almost non-existent in the newspapers. The programme
entails a combination of socialist and liberal policies, which the party (in imi-
tation of the CSU/CDU) describe as the ‘free social market economy’ (DVU
1987). It is primarily based upon the capitalist system and the freedom of
property, but tries to overcome its negative aspects by (sometimes massive)
state intervention. For instance, German tradespeople should be helped by
granting them public contracts in preference to foreign multinationals. Sim-
ilarly, German farmers should be protected against EU mass production.
Though the DVU claims that this should (and can) be done within the free
market, it is quite clear that it involves protectionist measures: ‘through sub-
sidies the state should keep the coal-mine, shipbuilding and steel industry
alive and competitive, as is also done abroad, as we should not become even
more dependent on foreign interests’ (DNZ 12/2/88).

The papers increasingly express concern over the possible extinction of
German industrial branches as a consequence of the free market. The origi-
nal attacks on the EC are expanded with attacks on the free world market.
More attention is given to what the party considers as its negative aspects,
such as poverty and unemployment (in Germany), international competition
and pollution. This notwithstanding, most articles on socio-economic policy
serve mainly the purpose of proving either the strength of Germany or the
mismanagement of others (most notably the EU). As a consequence of the
latter, as well as because of its welfare chauvinist policy, the party wants to
cut back on Germany’s spending on foreign countries and international
organisations (most are anti-German anyway), and use the money which is
thereby saved to ensure the pensions and social benefits of the German
people (e.g. REP 1993).
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The strong state
Though the issue of the strong state is present in the party literature, it does
not feature prominently. The section in the programme entitled ‘protection
from criminals’ entails a classic collection of law and order demands. It calls
for higher sentences for serious crimes, smuggling (of people and goods) and
drug dealing in particular, which have to be served fully. It believes that the
proposed law and order policy can only be executed by a police force that is
capable, well equipped and no longer the Prügelknabe (scapegoats) of a
failed policy (DVU 1993). Moreover, more attention should be given to the
victim instead of the perpetrator. Both the programme and the papers
devote special attention to crimes of left-wing activists. To put a stop to the
misuse of the right to demonstrate, it calls for a law against Landfriedens-
bruch and disguise (DVU 1993). In the papers the issue is mainly linked to
that of foreigners and drugs, which are themselves interlinked. In general,
the papers call for higher punishment and, contrary to the programme, the
introduction of the death penalty.

The party’s militarism is strongly related to revisionism and national
revival. For years the DNZ ran a series under the heading ‘our immortal
fallen’ (in Gothic letters) in which pictures of memorials for fallen German
soldiers were printed. Another series cheered ‘great German soldiers’. In
both cases a large number of the soldiers in question were (high ranking)
members of the (Waffen-) SS. The programme wants the state to play an
active role in rehabilitating German soldiers of the present and the past,
including ‘putting the standing and honour of German soldiers under legal
protection’ (DVU 1987). It further demands a well-equipped and sovereign
German army, which is commanded by Germans and not by foreigners (i.e.
NATO). German soldiers are not allowed to be deployed for foreign inter-
ests or in a far away war and crisis areas (DVU 1993). The party is also scep-
tical about a leading role for civilians within the army. For instance, the
social scientific institute of the army in Munich is described as ‘a civilian
Fremdkörper within the army’ (DNZ 10/4/87).

Ethical values
The theme of (the loss of) ethical values is primarily related to that of abor-
tion, while the party’s position on the theme is predominantly based on its
nationalism. The DVU strongly opposes the liberalisation of abortion and
attacks prominent supporters of this view (especially those in the CDU like
Rita Süssmuth). The issue of abortion is itself related to the drop in the birth
rate in Germany, which when combined with immigration, draws into ques-
tion the issue of the survival of the German ethnic community.9 The DVU
claims that the established parties use immigration to counter the declining
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birth rate of the Germans, which will lead to the extinction of the German
ethnic community. Against this disastrous policy the party puts forward its
own family friendly policy which is based on ‘generous state support for
German families and mothers’ (DVU 1993). Except for tax measures and a
ban on abortion this would include better possibilities for care outside of the
family and a general recognition of the impressive achievements of mothers.

Other dangers to traditional values and thereby to the survival of the
German ethnic community that feature in the literature are divorces, homo-
sexuality, drugs, pornography and individualism. The programme calls for
better health protection and an effective fight against epidemics, including a
report duty of AIDS (DVU 1987). However, the main value that the party
defends are national(ist) values, i.e. love for the Heimat and the German
ethnic community. In this context the programme argues for an educational
system that is in favour of equal chances but against ‘levelling’ and teaches
‘respect for the values of humans and for religious conviction, courage, sense
of responsibility, spirit of democracy and the sympathy for nations, love of
the fatherland and of the German ethnic community’ (DVU 1993).

Populist anti-party sentiment
Particularly in the 1990s, critique on (most) established parties is clearly
gaining prominence in the party literature. The major bone of contention is
the extensive state financing of the (established) political parties and their
delegates, and every suggestion for an increase of these subsidies is met with
fierce critique and resistance. When confronted with the issue, the party del-
egates voted against such plans in their respective state parliaments. Despite
the often harsh language the populist anti-party sentiments are quite mod-
erate in content and do not cross the line into extremist anti-party senti-
ments. In most instances the behaviour and politics of specific parties are
attacked and criticised in relation to one of the issues mentioned above. The
criticism is mostly directed against left-wing parties, which are accused of
anti-national or even of extremist and terrorist behaviour (in the case of the
Grünen and the ‘post-communist’ PDS). In the case of the SPD, the main cri-
tique concerns its alleged betrayal of the nationalist legacy of Kurt Schu-
macher. Overall, the papers are quite friendly towards the CSU (especially
politicians like Theo Waigel and Friedrich Zimmermann) and to a lesser
extent the CDU.10 Most criticism against the traditional right-wing parties is
directed at the liberal FDP and factions within the CDU – especially ‘left-
wing’ or ‘liberal’ prominent members like Norbert Blum, Rita Süssmuth and
Heinrich Geißler, because of their support for the liberalisation of abortion
and their support of the multi-cultural society.

The most fierce criticism is reserved for the REP. The main reason for the
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critique has always been the outspoken distancing of that party from ‘the
extreme right’. Schönhuber explicitly included the DVU, which he accused
of an anti-democratic ideology (see chapter 2). For its part, the DVU
describes Schönhuber as an opportunist and a destructive force within the
nationales Lager (national camp). Because of his vanity and his lust for
power, he is used as a pawn by the anti-national forces. Typical of this argu-
ment is the reaction to its loss in the 1989 European election, which also
marked the breakthrough of the REP. In an editorial the paper wrote that the
REP had reaped what the DVU had sown, because the whole media had led
the right-wing protest down this ‘harmless road’ (DNZ 23/6/89).

This touches on another sentiment that is often voiced in the paper: the
unjust way in which the DVU is treated by the outside world. Especially in
regard to election campaigns and the annual meeting in Passau the party
complains about the way political enemies (‘left-wing terrorists’) attack its
members and the fact that the other parties and media either ignore this or,
even worse, encourage it. In addition, the party forcefully rejects its descrip-
tion as right-wing extremist by the German state. It has always claimed to be
the most democratic party in Germany, as it takes the German constitution,
its preamble in particular, to be its highest authority. According to the DVU
the 1990 unification proved that it had always been right, as it had always
strived for the unification of the FRG and its ‘lost territories’. The party also
argued that the other parties should recognise its right of existence, among
others by striking the DVU from the official list of right-wing extremist
organisations.

Conclusion

The DVU is in many ways an unusual political party, having a rare combina-
tion of many members and no real cadre. It has won a relatively large
number of seats in regional elections without maintaining functioning
regional branches. The literature of the DVU is quite singular as well. On the
one hand, it entails one of the shortest party programmes in Germany (and
possibly in Europe), a limited range of election material, and strictly speak-
ing no party paper. On the other hand, it has fought very expensive election
campaigns and has two weekly newspapers at its disposal with a total circu-
lation of more than five times its membership. This is the result of the spe-
cific character of the party and its leader. The DVU is first and foremost the
instrument of a wealthy German businessman, who one day decided to add
a political party to his strange blend of nationalist businesses.

Even though the party programme is very short, it includes a broader
range of ideological themes than do the various papers. There is in fact a
rather big difference in (secondary) features presented in the externally and
internally oriented literature. Issues like social and economic politics or ecol-
ogy have a prominent place in the programme, yet are hardly touched upon
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in the party papers. On the other hand, the party papers devote much atten-
tion and space to anti-Semitism and anti-Americanism, whereas these are
absent from the party programme. Though a certain degree of discrepancy
between the two will be present in all parties (resulting from the different
tasks and audiences of the two sources), the situation of the DVU differs
from that of other parties in the fact that the programme is the only genuine
piece of literature that the party as such distributes. The two newspapers,
though owned by the party leader and openly supportive of the party, are at
best officious and not official party papers. They are (semi-)independent
organs, which preceded the political party (and will probably also outlive it). 

Not withstanding the particular situation of the DVU, the two sources of
party literature together constitute a lot of propaganda material based on a
very limited though clear ideology. The DVU ideology is built upon three
main features: nationalism (Germany for the Germans!) patriotism (Ger-
many first!), and xenophobia (alien equals anti-German). The party aspires
to a completely sovereign German state, which contains only German citi-
zens. However, it remains silent on the important question of ‘who is a
German’. This German state should take care of its own people and should
not interfere with the business of other states. International cooperation is
only accepted when it is to the good of the German people and any mem-
bership of supranational organisations like NATO and EU is ‘thus’ rejected.
This negative attitude towards international cooperation is not only the
result of the party’s nationalism but also of its xenophobic, if not paranoid
view on the world. The DVU sees the world as full of anti-German conspir-
acies, which is in part the result and the cause of its (open) anti-American-
ism and (more hidden) anti-Semitism. A final feature of the party ideology is
chauvinism, which is expressed mainly through the demand for a national
revival entailing a moral revision of Germany’s role in the Second World
War and the demand for a renewal of national pride.
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