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‘This is a well-assembled volume. All of the contributions come from scholars 
writing at their best and are well aimed at the overall theme.’
Professor Ronald Hutton, University of Bristol

The early modern period was of great significance throughout Europe with
respect to its gradual transition from a largely oral to a fundamentally literate 
society. On the one hand, the spoken word remained of the utmost importance 
to the dissemination of ideas, the communication of information and the 
transmission of the cultural repertoire. On the other hand, the proliferation of
written documents of all kinds, the development of printing and the spread of
popular literacy combined to transform the nature of communication.

Studies previous to this have traditionally focused on individual countries or
regions, and emphasised the contradictions between oral and literate culture.The
essays in this fascinating collection depart from these approaches in several ways.
By examining not only English, but also Scottish and Welsh oral culture, they 
provide the first pan-British study of the subject.The authors also emphasise the
ways in which oral and literate culture continued to complement and inform each
other, rather than focusing exclusively on their incompatibility, or on the
'inevitable' triumph of the written word.

The chronological focus, ranging from the sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth 
century, with glances ahead to the twentieth, set the problem against a longer
chronological span than most other studies, providing a link between early 
modern and modern oral and literate cultures.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of British History,
Linguistics, Literary Studies and Folklore Studies.

Adam Fox is Lecturer in Economic and Social History at the University of Edinburgh

Daniel Woolf is Professor of History and Dean of the Faculty of Arts at the University of
Alberta in Edmonton, Canada
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Politics, culture and society in early modern Britain

General Editors
professor ann hughes

dr anthony milton
professor peter lake

This important series publishes monographs that take a fresh and challenging look
at the interactions between politics, culture and society in Britain between 1500 and
the mid-eighteenth century. It counteracts the fragmentation of current historiography
through encouraging a variety of approaches which attempt to redefine the political,
social and cultural worlds, and to explore their interconnection in a flexible and
creative fashion. All the volumes in the series question and transcend traditional
interdisciplinary boundaries, such as those between political history and literary
studies, social history and divinity, urban history and anthropology. They thus con-
tribute to a broader understanding of crucial developments in early modern Britain.

Already published in the series
Leicester and the Court: essays on Elizabethan politics simon adams

Ambition and failure in Stuart England: the career of John, first Viscount Scudamore
ian atherton

The idea of property in seventeenth-century England: tithes and the individual
laura brace

Betting on lives: the culture of life insurance in England, 1695–1775 geoffrey clark
Home divisions: aristocracy, the state and provincial conflict thomas cogswell

A religion of the Word: the defence of the reformation in the reign of Edward VI
catharine davies

Cromwell’s major-generals: godly government during the English Revolution
christopher durston

Urbane and rustic England: cultural ties and social spheres in the provinces,
1660–1750 carl b. estabrook

The English sermon revised: religion, literature and history, 1600–1750
lori anne ferrell  and peter mccullough  (eds)

Londinopolis: essays in the cultural and social history of early modern London
paul griffiths  and mark jenner  (eds)

Inventing a republic: the political culture of the English Commonwealth, 1649–1653
sean kelsey

The boxmaker’s revenge: ‘orthodoxy’, ‘heterodoxy’ and the politics of the parish in early
Stuart London peter lake

Theatre and empire: Great Britain on the London stages under James VI and I
tristan marshall

Courtship and constraint: rethinking the making of marriage in Tudor England
diana o’hara

Communities in early modern England: networks, place, rhetoric
alexandra shepard  and philip withington

Aspects of English Protestantism, c. 1530–1700 nicholas tyacke
Political passions: gender, the family and political argument in England, 1680–1714

rachel weil
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