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GENDER in HISTORY

‘The truest form of patriotism’
explores the pervasive influence of

pacifism on Victorian feminism. Drawing

on previously unused source material, it

provides an account of Victorian women

who campaigned for peace and the many

feminists who incorporated pacifist ideas

into their writing on women and women’s

work. It explores feminists’ ideas about the

role of women within the empire, their

eligibility for citizenship and their ability to

act as moral guardians in public life. 

Brown shows that such ideas made use – in

varying ways – of gendered understandings

of the role of force and the relevance of

arbitration and other pacifist strategies.

The book examines the work of a wide

range of individuals and organisations,

from well-known feminists such as 

Lydia Becker, Josephine Butler and

Millicent Garrett Fawcett, to lesser-known

figures such as the Quaker pacifists 

Ellen Robinson and Priscilla Peckover.

Women’s work within male-dominated

organisations, such as the Peace Society and the International

Arbitration and Peace Association, is covered alongside single-

sex organisations, such as the International Council of Women.

Also reviewed are the arguments put forward in feminist

journals like the Englishwoman’s Review and the Women’s

Penny Paper. Brown uncovers a wide range of pacifist,

internationalist and anti-imperialist strands in Victorian

feminist thought, focusing on how these ideas developed within

the political and organisational context of the time.

This book will be of interest to anyone studying nineteenth-

century social movements, and essential reading for those with

an interest in the history of British feminism.

Heloise Brown completed her PhD in York 

and now works as a researcher in Belfast
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front cover—Lady with a Dove: Madame Loeser by John Brett

(1864, Oil on canvas). Photograph by John Webb © Tate, London 2003

����
This is a clearly

written and well-
organised study of a

neglected topic. 
The author makes 

a strong case for
pacifist feminism

and shows how and
why the movement

developed in the way
it did. The book will
introduce to readers
many extraordinary
women while giving

new insights into
more familiar

figures.

—Karen Hunt,

Manchester

Metropolitan

University
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Series editors:
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��
The expansion of research into the history of women and gender since the
1970s has changed the face of history. Using the insights of feminist theory
and of historians of women, gender historians have explored the configura-
tion in the past of gender identities and relations between the sexes. They
have also investigated the history of sexuality and family relations, and
analysed ideas and ideals of masculinity and femininity. Yet gender history
has not abandoned the original, inspirational project of women’s history: to
recover and reveal the lived experience of women in the past and the present.

The series Gender in History provides a forum for these developments.
Its historical coverage extends from the medieval to the modern periods,
and its geographical scope encompasses not only Europe and North America
but all corners of the globe. The series aims to investigate the social and
cultural constructions of gender in historical sources, as well as the gendering
of historical discourse itself. It embraces both detailed case studies of spe-
cific regions or periods, and broader treatments of major themes. Gender in
History titles are designed to meet the needs of both scholars and students

working in this dynamic area of historical research.
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