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‘The antagonism of sex’:
the Peace Society and women1

D uring the second half of the century there was a declining
emphasis upon the importance of Christianity within the peace
movement. The Peace Society had developed by the 1870s into

a political and pragmatic movement that employed, albeit on a limited
basis, liberal and non-absolutist arguments against war. However, it
simultaneously sought to control the contributions of women, and to
restrict the role of feminism within the movement. This is particularly
noteworthy given that the Evangelical wing of the peace movement
was dominated by Quakers, a sect from which many feminists of this
era originated. One consequence of this was that feminists were drawn
instead into the International Arbitration and Peace Association (IAPA)
as the radical (and feminist-friendly) wing of the peace movement, rather
than the Evangelical and absolutist Peace Society. By 1902, pacifism and
feminism were far more alike in their aims, ideals and priorities than
they had been in the 1870s, but the Peace Society did little to encourage
this convergence: the women who continued to work within it were
typically Quakers, absolutists and non-feminists.

Throughout the century, women’s role in the Peace Society’s work
was at best minor, and was heavily subject to the Society’s control. The
early 1870s saw the first independently organised efforts for peace by
women, and this chapter describes the process by which the Peace
Society resisted this work, refused to collaborate with women who were
not under its control, and established its own organisation for women
interested in promoting peace. These women frequently employed the
language and ideology of Evangelical Christianity in order to make their
arguments respectable to the Society. The women’s Auxiliary to the Peace
Society split in 1882, and after this date the Auxiliary became more pro-
vincial, lacking a central leadership or even a clear relationship to the
Society. In the 1890s, William Evans Darby attempted to include women
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more directly in the Society’s work, but he succeeded only in drawing in
high-profile individuals, rather than strengthening the women’s Auxiliary
to generate a mass movement of women for peace.

The 1870s saw the increased diversification of the peace movement,
particularly from an international perspective. In 1867–68, the radical
International League of Peace and Liberty (ILPL) and the International
Association of Women were founded in Geneva, and in 1870, William
Randal Cremer’s Workmen’s Peace Association (WPA) was founded
in Britain. The ILPL consisted of a network of European radicals,
republicans and revolutionaries who held that permanent peace could
only be achieved through democratic liberty. For peace on both indi-
vidual and national levels, the liberation of the nation was required.
The central figure of the League was Charles Lemonnier, a Saint-
Simonian. Lemonnier approached Henry Richard and asked him to
co-operate with the ILPL, but he refused even to attend the 1867 Con-
gress at which the ILPL was formed, identifying it as overtly political.2

The League found few supporters in Britain, despite translating only
its ‘tamest’ messages into English.3 On its foundation a female ILPL
member, Marie Goegg, requested that women be able to take an equal
part in the League. In 1868 she was appointed its secretary and founded
the International Association of Women as a semi-auxiliary. The aim
of this women’s association was to assist men in promoting ‘liberty,
education, welfare, and fraternal union’, and to work for the ‘intellectual
and social improvement of woman’. It claimed that women should be
granted ‘an equal share in all the rights which men enjoy in the State
and Society’, and quickly established a network of contacts and officers
across Europe and the US.4

William Randal Cremer’s Workmen’s Peace Association was
founded in July 1870, and renamed the International Arbitration League
in 1888. Cremer (1828–1908) had been present at the Geneva Congress
when the ILPL was formed, and as a Radical and labour leader was more
sympathetic than the Peace Society to the Continental perception of
peace as achieved through individual liberty and democracy. Cremer
had been a leading figure in the First International, but in the 1860s his
attention increasingly began to turn towards peace.5 The WPA’s con-
demnation of war included demands for ‘the rights of citizenship’ for
working men, and its rhetoric was heavily reliant on Chartist aims and
ideology. Needless to say, this distinguished it from the middle-class
Peace Society, yet the Society affiliated the WPA as one of its auxiliaries
and spent considerable sums on supporting it financially throughout
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the 1870s and 1880s. It gained considerable popular appeal and in 1872,
even excluding the Peace Society’s contribution, its income was double
that of the Trades Union Congress.6 Its aims and principles – which
qualified it for the Peace Society’s support – included arbitration or a
supreme international court, the rejection of standing armies, and partial,
and ultimately total, mutual disarmament. The First International held
that workers’ political and social emancipation was the prerequisite to
universal peace, yet the Workmen’s Peace Association argued that peace
was an essential precondition of liberty and social justice. This reversal
effectively depoliticised socialist internationalist ideology, even while it
made use of much of its rhetoric.

Despite these transformations in the peace movement, the Peace
Society remained relatively static in its approach during the 1870s and
1880s. It was concerned to prescribe certain roles for women within
the movement, typically focused around their responsibility to educate
the young and their suitability for meetings such as drawing room
discussion circles. These fora of course kept women strictly within the
domestic context and upheld ideas of respectable middle-class femininity.
There was even one Olive Leaf Circle still in existence in 1870.7 In the
early 1870s, the Herald continued to print the Olive Leaves (short tracts
on peace issues) issued by Elihu Burritt, while also indirectly advancing
the cause of some feminists (such as Josephine Butler) by opposing the
Contagious Diseases (CD) Acts as part of its opposition to standing
armies. By 1873, however, it began to reduce its coverage of the campaign
against the Acts, arguing that repeal would make no difference to the
effects of the Acts as long as standing armies – ‘their root and source’ –
continued to exist.8

Thus by the 1870s, the Peace Society was maintaining an inward
conservatism even while its work was becoming increasingly accept-
able to the outside world. This conservatism was based upon the
desire to maintain the Christian focus of the Society and its neutrality
towards issues of party politics. It was clearly interested in drawing sup-
porters from the substantial numbers of middle-class women involved
in philanthropic and social reform causes in the 1870s, but it was
careful to distance itself from any aspect of this work which might
be viewed as feminist. The women’s movement, which drew many of
its supporters from similar backgrounds to those involved in social
reform and in the peace movement, was viewed as a dangerous ally by
the Peace Society, which had reservations about the respectability and
legitimacy of the feminist movement and consequently, about how far
the two causes should publicly associate with one another. While the
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Society was trying to promote its message among certain groups of
women, it also maintained a level of suspicion when women came
forward to offer their help.

This can be seen in the Executive Committee’s reaction to a proposal
in 1871 to ask ‘some ladies to speak in public on the Peace Question’.
It was decided that whilst the Committee ‘considered that it was of
great importance to take every available opportunity of enlisting the
sympathies of women in this direction’, it was ‘not prepared at present
to take any definitive step in this direction’.9 Six months later, there was
a further illustration of this ambivalence when Julia Ward Howe, who
was on a lecture tour of Britain holding meetings on peace, applied to
speak to the Peace Society’s annual meeting. The Committee responded
that it:

felt a cordial sympathy with the object proposed by that lady [but]
they were also of [the] opinion that the greatest care is requisite on
the part of this Society in relation to any formal support of efforts
in no way under its control. Hence, inasmuch as Mrs. Howe’s printed
programme of operations includes a variety of subjects as, for example,
‘the antagonism of sex,’ the Committee were not prepared to take any
direct action in uniting with her meetings or lectures.10

In order to affiliate with women during this period, it was essential for
the Peace Society that such women were ‘under its control’. It was not
necessarily the case that greater sexual equality existed among Quakers
than within wider society and therefore it cannot be assumed that the
Quakers on the Peace Society’s Committee, however forward-thinking
they might have been in respect to other issues, would have been open
to the principle of women’s equality in any area other than spiritual
matters.

As a feminist and a suffragist, Mrs Julia Ward Howe (1819–1910)
was to have a crucial role in the divisions that occurred within the
Peace Society over the following decade. In September 1870, in response
to the Franco-Prussian war Howe issued an ‘Appeal to Womanhood
throughout the World’, calling for universal action by women in favour
of peace. This led to the founding of the US-based Women’s Inter-
national Peace Association (WIPA) in spring 1871, with Howe as its
president.11 Despite being refused an audience by the Peace Society,
Howe undertook a speaking tour of Britain and Europe in 1872, assisted
by the Anti-CD Act campaigner, Josephine Butler. Two branches of her
Women’s Peace Association were founded in 1872, by Mrs E. M. King
in London and Maria Atkinson in Manchester. However, the London
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branch was short-lived due to the fact that the Peace Society established
its own London-based women’s auxiliary soon afterwards. Howe’s
‘Appeal to Womanhood’ failed to inspire an international campaign,
but Howe did find a niche within the American Peace Society and the
women’s movement.

The Peace Society’s 1873 Annual Report recognised the work of
Mrs E. M. King (b. 1829/1830).12 King was active in the Ladies’ National
Association for the Repeal of the Contagious Diseases Acts, and had
spoken on the formation of a Women’s International Peace Associ-
ation at the Social Science Congress at Plymouth in September 1872. She
called for an association of men and women that was concerned with
‘ensuring to women the right to be heard or represented’ in any future
settlement of international disputes. She listed the aims of the associ-
ation as being the establishment of a permanent court of arbitration,
gradual general disarmament, and the instruction of the working classes
in international law and the evils of war – all issues for which the Peace
Society had sympathy. Her interest had been kindled by her campaign
against the Contagious Diseases Acts, as she argued that one of the evils
of war was the necessity of standing armies, and the ‘special laws or
regulations’ by which military systems were maintained. Like Josephine
Butler, King linked the Anti-CD Act cause to a more general critique of
the military system, and in this respect differed from the Peace Society
in that she argued for the reform of the military rather than its abolition:
for example, she held that permitting marriage in the army would reduce
‘moral and physical’ disease.13

A month after the publication of the 1873 Annual Report, the
Herald advertised an essay competition on its front cover. The prize
was offered by the Women’s Peace Association, whose secretaries
were given as E. M. King in London and Miss Maria Atkinson in
Manchester.14 Although Henry Richard had voted in support of the
1870 and 1883 women’s suffrage bills, the Peace Society as a whole was
explicitly opposed to suffragism and feminism, and it moved fast
to establish its own women’s auxiliary, to ensure that a society was
founded that was wholly under its control and in accordance with its
principles. The Peace Society journal, the Herald of Peace, was the lead-
ing pacifist journal during this period and the Society used its columns
to advertise its new women’s auxiliary and ensure that it dominated
public accounts.

The Executive Committee’s minute books clearly support this.
In March 1874, Henry Richard received several communications from
a Friend, Mrs E. M. Southey, and from other women regarding the
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possibility of initiating a women’s peace association. Richard wrote to
Southey to approve the formation of a ladies’ auxiliary peace society,
and stated ‘the party represented by Mrs King’ might be ‘better apart
from us as it seems to contain some elements that might not very
comfortably amalgamate with us’.15 Southey was an Evangelical Quaker
who espoused social purity feminism, and she was therefore an ally for
the Peace Society against the Anti-CD Act campaigners, such as King
and Butler, who insisted on publicly addressing such unladylike issues
as prostitution. A rift had developed in the early 1870s between the Peace
Society and Anti-CD Act campaigners as a result of disagreements over
the role of standing armies, and the Peace Society withdrew all sup-
port from the campaign to repeal the Acts. Not only had King been
a member of the repeal organisation, the Ladies’ National Association,
but she had also been involved in a direct public protest against the
Acts: she was arrested in Plymouth in 1870 for obstructing the police
while they escorted a woman to a lock hospital, and this made her
particularly undesirable from the Peace Society’s point of view. Her
libertarian political views, rather than any religious or Evangelical
beliefs, informed her feminist work, which included ‘antimedical and
antimilitary’ campaigns.16

Richard was keen to recruit women with religious and absolutist
sentiments on peace, rather than non-absolutists who were portrayed as
more explicitly ‘political’. In his letter to Southey, he went on to suggest
Priscilla Bright McLaren, Margaret Bright Lucas, Mrs Pennington (aunt
of Priscilla, Margaret, Jacob and John Bright), or ‘ladies of the Society of
Friends’ who would ‘with yourself make excellent leaders in the cause’.17

All the women concerned – King, Howe, Southey, McLaren, Lucas and
Pennington – were suffragists (as was Henry Richard), but King in par-
ticular employed political rather than religious arguments in support of
peace. In her paper to the Social Science Congress in 1872 she rejected
religious arguments against war, and the Peace Society were reluctant
to publicly associate with a woman who, although similar to them in
her use of non-absolutist arguments, could be viewed as ‘unwomanly’
in her rejection of religious authority.18

The ‘provisional secretary’ of the new Auxiliary was announced as
E. M. Southey, and from the outset it was stated that ‘Christian women,
of every denomination’ were invited to join. The Herald reported the
formation of the Auxiliary in detail, arguing that because of their ‘power
over the young’ and ‘their general strength of sympathy and persuasion’,
women were expected to occupy themselves with enlisting religious
ministers and young children to the peace cause.19 The final section of
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the Herald’s report stated that the work of the Auxiliary would be all the
more ‘efficient’ and ‘successful’ because:

it adheres to . . . that fundamental principle which the recently-
organised Committee of Ladies has cordially and decidedly elected
to take its stand upon – the spirit of Christianity. There may be, and
indeed are, worthy persons, whether Jews or others, who are ready to
co-operate in the cause whilst not accepting such a principle; yet it
is only Christianity, in its scriptural form and historic actuality, which
can supply the strongest motives for effort and perseverance in this
direction . . . [I]t is one of the most hopeful and promising features
of the new movement among the English ladies that . . . they have
so decidedly and emphatically expressed their resolve to take this
powerful and supreme principle as the distinctly Christian basis of
their operations.20

This emphasis upon ‘scriptural form’ and activism indicates that the
women who influenced the Committee were Evangelicals, probably
mainly Evangelical Quakers. Although the Peace Society was by the
mid-1870s beginning to feel the tension between public persuasiveness
(which meant non-absolutism) and Christian orthodoxy (which meant
opposition to all war), and made use of politically-based arguments
for practical steps such as arbitration, it clearly expected its women’s
auxiliary to focus solely on religious arguments and the education of
the young.

This expectation can be seen in the Herald’s report of the inaugural
meeting of the Auxiliary. Southey argued that in the formation of the
Women’s Peace and Arbitration Auxiliary of the Peace Society
(WPAAPS) it was important, firstly that a Christian basis was agreed
upon, and secondly that it was agreed to co-operate with the Peace
Society.21 When it was proposed to constitute the Auxiliary on the same
Christian basis as the Peace Society, one woman present objected to
the term ‘Christian’, arguing that it excluded Jews. She was told that
while ‘the co-operation of such persons would always be welcomed and
courteously met, . . . it was desirable that a body distinctly auxiliary to
the Peace Society should, so far as possible, adopt the same fundamental
principles’. A ‘unanimous’ decision followed this exchange, in which it
was agreed to accept the term ‘Christian’.22

For the Peace Society, the meeting was a success, as the Auxiliary
was established upon the desired lines. In the aftermath of the Franco-
Prussian war, and in the midst of the movement against the Conta-
gious Diseases Acts, it appears that the time was right for some form of
women’s peace society. Rather than face a loss of women’s membership
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to the feminist movement, the Peace Society quickly facilitated the forma-
tion of an official female auxiliary that observed the same principles as
the parent society.

The character of the Auxiliary can best be seen in its annual meet-
ings. Its members did not tend to be ‘platform women’, and therefore
finding female speakers meant approaching those who did not accept the
cultural taboos on women speaking in public – that is, women who were
already involved in the feminist movement. At the first annual meet-
ing, the only women speakers were Lydia Becker and Maria Atkinson,
both of whom originated from the ‘Manchester School’ rather than the
Evangelical religious background that was more common to the WPAAPS
membership. Neither was a member of the Auxiliary, and Becker was
outspoken in disagreeing with the principles expressed by the Peace
Society’s male speakers, arguing that women had ‘a responsibility as to
the exercise of their capabilities for public influence’, and should not seek
to confine themselves to the ‘obscurities of their homes’. Maria Atkinson,
representing the Manchester Women’s Peace Association, read a letter
from Julia Ward Howe and reported on the progress of her association,
which was linked to Howe’s Women’s International Peace Associ-
ation rather than the WPAAPS. (Although King’s London branch of
the Women’s Peace Association was incorporated into the Auxiliary to
the Peace Society, Atkinson’s Manchester Association lasted for several
decades.) The Herald supported the presence of women speakers, noting
that ‘Miss Becker . . . evinced a power and liveliness of oratory which very
pleasantly affected and animated the meeting, and induced wishes that,
another year, the Ladies Society may exercise a little more independence
of gentlemen speakers, at least on an occasion peculiarly their own.’23

Yet despite this conclusion, only one female speaker (Mrs Sarah Sheldon
Amos, also a suffragist) was invited to the second annual meeting, along-
side seven men.24

Although again chaired by a popular figure in the peace movement,
Leone Levi, and addressed by male Peace Society members, the 1877
meeting was also addressed by five very prominent women, two of whom
– Lydia Becker and Julia Ward Howe – were potentially controversial.
The other three, Clara Lucas Balfour, Margaret Bright Lucas and Margaret
Parker of Dundee, were active within the temperance movement, a
cause that overlapped but was by no means synonymous with peace. In
1876, Parker and Bright Lucas had been instrumental in founding the
British Women’s Temperance Association (BWTA), of which Parker
was appointed president in 1876, Bright Lucas in 1877 and Lucas Balfour
in 1878.25 The BWTA connection between these three women suggests
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that they were chosen to speak as a result of their work in the temperance
movement. But what of Julia Ward Howe and Lydia Becker?

Howe’s speech was uncontroversial. She was, she said, ‘glad that the
. . . [WPAAPS] was an “auxiliary” to that of the men’, and she focused on
the importance of motherhood as work for women, emphasising that
mothers had a duty to educate their sons to respect moral rather than
physical force. These comments were unremarkable for the Peace Society
and indeed upheld some of its more traditional ideas. Howe’s feminism
was undoubtedly problematic in this context, but as the WPAAPS meet-
ing included other suffragists such as Margaret Bright Lucas, it is unlikely
that Howe appeared particularly controversial. Lydia Becker gave a more
provocative speech. She ‘spoke of the importance of women rightly
informing themselves as to the extent of their own influence. She would
have [women] study public questions also, not to read their Bibles less,
but their newspapers more.’ This emphasis on women’s role in the public
sphere was extreme from the perspective of the Peace Society, though
perhaps less so by this time for the WPAAPS. She went on to argue that
‘every shilling [women] earn, every cup of tea they drink, is taxed or
mulcted for war expenditure’, a point that highlighted the economic con-
nections between supposedly separate public and private lives.26 Becker’s
pacifism was based on Cobdenite free trade arguments, and sympathy
for republican nationalism. She was a ‘rationalist’ rather than a religious
woman, so her invitation to speak to a specifically Christian body of
women indicates the internal tensions within the WPAAPS that were to
lead to its split in 1882. Becker was politically closer to the secular IAPA,
and in 1884, allowed them to use her Women’s Suffrage Journal to put
their message across to women.27

The Herald acknowledged that the success of the WPAAPS was
largely owed to Southey.28 The Auxiliary’s membership rose to over 350
women in 1878, and the broad support forthcoming from the feminist
movement can be seen in the fact that a memorial to the Queen calling
for a congress of European powers was signed by thirteen thousand
women, including leading lights of the feminist movement such as
Maria Grey, Emily Shirreff, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, Anna Swanwick,
Isa Knox and Frances Buss. In addition, the 1879 Annual Meeting
included addresses from Josephine Butler and Eliza Sturge.29 However,
the Auxiliary increasingly suffered from a lack of funds. The Peace Society
regularly contributed to the Auxiliary, usually in the realm of £20 per
year in response to requests by Southey, yet the WPAAPS constantly
experienced difficulty in covering its expenses. This can be contrasted
with the sums paid each year to Cremer’s Workmen’s Peace Association,
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which although it had markedly different aims to the Peace Society
received between £100 and £400 per year until it separated from the
Society in 1888. In addition, fifty or sixty pounds was paid each year
to the Peace Society’s local auxiliary in Liverpool.30 The fact that the
women’s association was not supported to the same degree as other
auxiliaries indicates that the Peace Society viewed women’s involvement
in its work as of only limited relevance and importance.

The Peace Society resisted feminist efforts to work for peace, and by
establishing its own women’s auxiliary weakened other (rival) women’s
peace societies and forced them to disband or become marginal to the
work of the Society. King’s branch of the Women’s Peace Association
lost support with the establishment of the WPAAPS, though Maria
Atkinson’s Manchester Women’s Peace Association was tolerated by the
Peace Society and treated almost as an auxiliary member by the WPAAPS,
probably because it was a smaller organisation and provincial in its loca-
tion. Furthermore, the Peace Society typically only promoted the work
of the WPAAPS when religious language and imagery was employed in
its arguments. This was seen as a more respectable approach than Lydia
Becker’s opinion that women should be brought out of the domestic
sphere. Yet the events of the early 1880s proved that a substantial number
of WPAAPS members were not comfortable with the control that the
Peace Society exerted over its women’s Auxiliary, and while not dis-
senting from its religious focus, nonetheless wanted to apply their own
social and moral purity views more fully within the movement.

The Peace Society’s reluctance to associate itself with feminists
created tensions for its women’s Auxiliary between those who preferred a
feminist approach and those who held more religious views. Not surpris-
ingly, permanent divisions developed. In the early 1880s, an Evangelical
Quaker named Priscilla Peckover became drawn into the peace movement
and revitalised the WPAAPS’s membership. This occurred simultaneously
with the founding of a new, radical peace association, the Interna-
tional Arbitration and Peace Association. The feminist members of the
WPAAPS broke away to affiliate to the new Association, while the more
steadfast members such as Peckover and Mrs Henry Richard formed
a new auxiliary to the Peace Society. The work of Priscilla Peckover in
Wisbech is described in some detail in chapter 5. Here, it is enough
to say that after one year of work, from 1879 to 1880, her Local Peace
Associations had amassed nearly 900 members in Cambridgeshire alone,
in comparison to the WPAAPS’s national total of 442 members.31

The split within the peace movement caused problems for the Peace
Society, and in the long term can be seen as a signal of its declining
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influence. The peace movement as a whole was beginning to require
greater pluralism both in terms of the politics and policies of individual
associations, and in its methods of bringing the peace question before
Parliament and the public. Despite Henry Richard’s ability to tailor his
arguments to his audience, under his leadership the Peace Society gained
the reputation of being an absolute pacifist organisation. It was often
difficult to distinguish between what the Society advocated as religious
ethics, and what were its practical policies.32 Unlike its effects, the cause
of the split was relatively trivial. The Executive Committee discovered
that its subscription agent, Lewis Appleton, had been collecting sub-
scriptions and donations and failing to pass them all on to the Society.
He was dismissed and immediately began to organise a ‘rival’ society
that he tried to build up using his Peace Society contacts. This was not
difficult as the scandal was kept private and subscribers had no know-
ledge that Appleton, who had been well known as the Society’s agent,
was suddenly not to be trusted. ‘Unpleasant correspondence’ continued
throughout 1881 as a result of the way the new society was operating.
To add fuel to the fire, the Peace Society’s Committee discovered that
Southey was issuing public approvals of the new society using the name
of the WPAAPS. There was ‘some correspondence’ with Southey over
this, although the reason for distancing the old from the new society
was not explained to her.33

Within a matter of months, the Committee realised that a split
in the women’s auxiliary was unavoidable, and Henry Richard wrote to
Priscilla Peckover as a representative of one of the WPAAPS’s branch
associations. He informed her that ‘you should be aware that Mrs Southey
is trying . . . to separate the Women’s Peace Auxiliary from the Old
Peace Society to which it was an auxiliary’ in order to affiliate it to
Appleton’s new IAPA. Again, Richard would not explain the details
of the scandal, but instead remarked that the Committee ‘felt them-
selves obliged to part with [Appleton] and on his dismissal from
our service he started a new and what we cannot but regard as a rival
Society founded on the exclusion of the Christian principle from its
constitution’. The IAPA, he said, ‘only proposes to do precisely the
same work in the way of practical measures which we are doing already’.
He went on to say that he was only informing her of this situation
‘in case any communication is made to you’, so that Peckover would
know how things stood.34

Henry Richard wrote on the same day to Mr J. W. Harvey, who
was the husband of an active member of the women’s peace move-
ment in Leeds. Again, Richard assumed ‘some sort of relation’ between
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Mrs Harvey’s branch and the WPAAPS, and informed Mr Harvey in
confidence of the financial discrepancies in Appleton’s accounts, telling
him that ‘in revenge for his dismissal’ Appleton had started a society
that was causing the Peace Society ‘great trouble’. He gave his reason for
contacting Harvey as being that Southey had, ‘without consulting us
. . . [sent] to the papers a resolution of their committee though prob-
ably representing three or four persons only[,] expressing their cordial
approval of the new society’. Richard was aware that Southey intended
to separate the Auxiliary from the Peace Society and transfer its affiliation
to the IAPA. He made it clear that he did not think that ‘other ladies
who have been acting with her’ would approve of this step, and he there-
fore ‘mention[ed] it to [Mr Harvey] . . . to place them on their guard’.35

Faced with the possibility of losing some or all of their official women’s
auxiliary, the Peace Society attempted to muster support amongst the
regional women’s branches, perceiving the central WPAAPS as having
only distant relations with the branches, who might be unlikely to transfer
their affiliation to the IAPA. Neither Peckover nor Harvey were personally
known to Henry Richard at this time, but he presumably felt confident
of being able to rely on their support.

The Peace Society then instructed the WPAAPS to call a meeting
to decide which society they wished to affiliate with, and asked to be
allowed to send a deputation of Peace Society representatives to this
meeting ‘to make verbal explanations’. At the meeting it was reported
in the Peace Society’s minutes that the ladies had ‘expressed their
desire for continued and harmonious connection’ with the Society.
But less than two weeks later, it was discovered that the WPAAPS had
continued its communications with the IAPA. A new minute was sub-
stituted for the one previously passed, detailing that while the Peace
Society was very glad to maintain its connections with the WPAAPS,
it could only do so ‘by the Auxiliary conducting its operations in
harmony with those of the Peace Society and entirely apart from any
other organisation’.36

Why did Southey and a number of women in the Auxiliary embrace
the prospect of separating from the Peace Society and amalgamating
with the IAPA? The IAPA’s principal differences from the Peace Society
were that it was secular and it did not require its members to adhere
to Christian absolute pacifism, or the renunciation of all war. It did,
however, employ Christian principles in its arguments, including the
idea that war was at variance with the principles of Christianity. But the
majority of women who were dissatisfied with the affiliation to the Peace
Society were in fact Friends, so it seems unlikely that their motivation
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to affiliate with the IAPA was driven by the desire for a more secular
association that was not founded on the Christian (or Quaker) prin-
ciple.37 Instead, it seems that the deciding factor was that of women’s
activism. The Peace Society offered only a circumscribed role for women,
while the IAPA was open to a more feminist approach and women
were eligible to sit on its Executive Committee. Although a number
of women elected to stay affiliated to the Peace Society, a substantial
proportion of the WPAAPS’s Executive Committee decided to leave.
The 1881 annual meeting, which took place just before the final split,
featured Margaret Bright Lucas and Helen Taylor as speakers, and
both women remained active in the WPAAPS after it split from the
Peace Society and joined the IAPA.38 The more supportive attitude of
the IAPA towards women’s work for peace was an important factor in
their decision, and indeed, it seems that the members who left took
with them most of the expertise on arranging meetings with well-known
speakers, devising methods of campaign, and providing a central body
for the women’s peace movement as a whole. Even if they did not take
the membership of the WPAAPS with them, it seems they took most
of the organisational experience.

Following the communications with the Executive Committee,
Southey wrote to the Peace Society in late April 1882 explaining that the
WPAAPS had now decided to constitute itself on an independent basis
(renaming itself the Women’s Peace and Arbitration Association, or
WPAA), and the Herald reported that she had ‘resigned’.39 The Ladies’
Peace Auxiliary in its new form was officially inaugurated on 12 July
1882, with Priscilla Peckover as treasurer and Mrs Henry Richard as pre-
sident. From this point, the Auxiliary began to become more provincial
in its membership and methods, lacking a strong leadership in London.
However, it retained a formidable campaigner in Priscilla Peckover,
and it was she who became the dominant figure in the women’s peace
movement. Peckover dominated the Auxiliary with her work at Wisbech,
until a fellow Quaker, Ellen Robinson from Liverpool, took over the
Auxiliary in 1896. Peckover distanced the Auxiliary from political ques-
tions and strengthened its links with Sunday Schools, religious ministers
and provincial women. While Peckover’s own Local Peace Association
(LPA) movement expanded greatly, the Peace Society’s Auxiliary did
not experience any significant growth in its popularity. It sank from
350 members in 1878 to just over one hundred members in 1885, by
which time Peckover’s Local Peace Associations had attracted over nine
thousand members across Britain, most of whom were women, and
nearly half of whom belonged to her Wisbech branch.40
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During the 1880s, changes occurred within the Peace Society itself,
which helped to draw women more into its own work and reduced the
need for a women’s auxiliary. In March 1885, Henry Richard resigned as
secretary; by August 1888, he was dead. He had become the ‘embodiment’
of the Society over his forty years of involvement in its affairs, and a
short period of crisis followed his death that was exacerbated by the
simultaneous resignation (for unrelated reasons) of William Jones, his
successor as secretary.41 The end of 1888 thus saw the appointment of a
relatively new face within the Executive Committee of the Society, the
Reverend William Evans Darby (1844–1922), who came highly recom-
mended by none other than Priscilla Peckover.42

Darby continued Richard’s methods of working with pacifists of
many persuasions, while keeping the Society as a Christian, absolutist
body that restricted its executive positions to those who held such views.
Perhaps because Darby had only a short history of work in the peace
movement and had not previously been involved in the Peace Society’s
Executive Committee, he had a harder task than Richard in maintain-
ing the Society’s aims. Darby’s term of office, which lasted from 1888 to
1915, initially heralded a number of changes and brought the methods
of the Society more up to date for the late 1880s and 1890s. Women in
particular became more publicly involved in the work of the Society
after Darby assumed the secretaryship. Yet although in the short term
Darby modernised the Society to some degree, and perhaps managed
to prolong its influence by a number of years, his long term of office
was ultimately to witness the decline of the Society’s influence within
the British peace movement.43

Within three months of Darby’s appointment, the first woman
(Priscilla Peckover) was invited to join the Executive Committee.
Although Peckover was highly respected within the Peace Society, it was
a significant step that it was willing to accept the input of a woman
on its decision-making body. Priscilla Peckover, however, felt that
such an appointment would be too public a role for her to take and she
declined the offer. At the same time, the first women were invited to
act as vice-presidents of the Society. They were Sarah Pease, Priscilla
Peckover, Mrs Henry Richard and Laura Ormiston Chant. Chant
and Peckover were also suggested as possible speakers for the annual
meeting. Margaret Bright Lucas was appointed a vice-president within
a matter of months, as was Priscilla Bright McLaren, after Lucas’s
death in early 1890.44 It was also in 1890 – at Darby’s second annual
meeting as secretary – that a woman, Ellen Robinson, first addressed
the assembly.
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The Peace Society’s choice of vice-presidents was significant. Mrs
Henry Richard was an obvious choice for appointment after the death
of her husband, and she was also president of the women’s Auxiliary.
Similarly, Priscilla Peckover was a natural choice after she refused the post
on the Executive Committee. She was perhaps the best representation of
Evangelical Quakerism among the four women, yet she had also shown,
through her journal Peace and Goodwill, an awareness of how to work with
other pacifist bodies. Miss Sarah Pease (1828–1929) was a member of the
Quaker Pease family of Darlington, which had been heavily involved with
the Peace Society since its foundation. Joseph Pease (1799–1872) had been
its president from 1859 to 1872, his brother Henry (1807–81) succeeded
him on his death and Joseph’s son Joseph Whitwell Pease (1828–1903)
succeeded his uncle. Joseph Whitwell Pease was also the father of Sarah,
and cousin to Elizabeth Pease Nichol (1807–97), who was appointed a
vice-president of the Peace Society in 1891.45 Sarah Pease was not actively
involved in the work of the Peace Society, and was most likely appointed
because of the prominence of the Peases in the history of the Peace
Society’s presidency, and the family’s willingness to donate funds.

The appointment of Laura Ormiston Chant (1848–1923) is another
matter. Unlike Pease, Peckover and Richard, she was a nondenomina-
tional preacher and writer and does not appear to have had family
connections which would have recommended her for such a post. She
was reported to be an excellent public speaker, and yet the Peace Society
did not avail itself of her skills in this area until 1895. The Society was,
it seems, influenced by Chant’s politics: she was an Evangelical feminist
whose interests were mainly focused around Liberal politics and social
purity issues. With Millicent Garrett Fawcett she had been the subject
of controversy in feminist circles in 1889 as a result of her involve-
ment in the National Vigilance Association’s closing of brothels. Unlike
E. M. King and Josephine Butler, who publicly opposed the CD Acts,
social purity feminists such as Chant were concerned with eradicating
‘vice’ rather than working with prostitutes to get them into paid jobs
with better working conditions. Social reformers such as Butler argued
that by eliminating prostitution without making alternative work avail-
able, Chant and Fawcett were taking a repressive approach that forced
working-class women further into poverty.46 Chant also relied heavily
on maternalist rhetoric, utilising concepts of ‘natural’ femininity that
represented all women as bound by middle-class concerns with respect-
ability, passivity and nurturance. She assumed that motherhood was
a universal experience for women, and one that took place within the
confines of the middle-class home.47
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As a Liberal, an Evangelical and a social purity feminist, Chant was
a ‘respectable’ choice for the Peace Society, which perhaps felt that it
needed to include an active feminist on a list of women who, it must
be said, were not known primarily for their political activities. However,
the two women later appointed as vice-presidents, Margaret Bright Lucas
and Priscilla Bright McLaren, had for some time been highly active in
feminist campaigns. As prominent, well-connected Quakers, they had
enjoyed the support of the Peace Society since the 1870s when Henry
Richard had suggested that they would make ‘excellent leaders’ of the
WPAAPS. Although Lucas had been made president of Southey’s IAPA-
affiliated WPAA in the 1880s, the decline in antagonism between the
Peace Society and the IAPA over the following decade may have led the
Society to formalise its relationship with the figurehead of the WPAA
by appointing her to the Society.48

The Peace Society was also at this time experiencing a new struggle
with regard to peace movements in Europe. The 1892 Peace Congress in
Rome had voted for the creation of an International Peace Bureau (IPB)
as a permanent body to provide information on peace movements in
different nations, and to unite these movements if such action was called
for. This call originated with the republican ILPL, and the Peace Society
was initially concerned that the international body would be dominated
by the republicans. The ILPL, it argued, was ‘of an avowedly political
character and of advanced political views’, and the Society therefore,
‘while wishing it well’, was ‘unable to place itself unreservedly at the
mercy of “united action” in Continental politics, in which it would have
but a minor voice, and of which it might not approve’.49 Its hostility
to the new IPB seems to have been based as much on the desire to
maintain international control over the movement as on the worry that
the Peace Society would be lost among the European organisations. It
argued against the formation of the IPB on the grounds that the Peace
Society and the American Peace Society were already performing the
functions of such a Bureau. The IPB made many attempts to reassure
the Peace Society that it intended to work simply as an international
source of information and support, but Darby was never wholly con-
vinced and the relationship between him and Élie Ducommun, the
secretary of the IPB and an ILPL member, was always tense.50

This hostility to the Continental movement seems more a product
of Darby’s approach than that of Richard. Richard was first drawn into
the peace movement in the late 1840s when some of the largest Peace
Congresses were being held on the Continent. He argued in 1885 that
in his four decades of experience, ‘we have found no practical difficulty
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whatever in working with all sorts and conditions of men at home
and abroad’.51 Yet as European pacifisms began to influence the British
peace movement, and the strength of radical organisations such as the
IAPA increased, Darby’s Peace Society found international co-operation
increasingly difficult.

Over the last decades of the nineteenth century, there was a gradual
increase in the levels of co-operation and collaboration between feminists
and absolute pacifists. Organised women’s pacifism in the 1870s was
dominated by Evangelicalism, as a result of the Peace Society’s manip-
ulation of the women’s peace movement. By the 1880s its women’s
Auxiliary had split, with Evangelical feminists opting for an organisation
that allowed them some political independence, while the remaining
members chose to continue working with the Peace Society in a specific-
ally auxiliary context. During the 1890s, the Peace Society began to accept
the possibility that women could be both public speakers and active
members of the Society. As a result of the work undertaken by Peckover
and Robinson, the Auxiliary became more forward-looking and truly
international than the Peace Society could ever have envisaged.
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