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Awakening women:
pacifist feminism in the IAPA

T he IAPA had a women’s auxiliary almost from the date it was
founded, as between 1881 and 1882 a number of women in the
Peace Society’s Auxiliary attempted to formally attach their

organisation to the IAPA. When matters reached a head in April 1882,
the Auxiliary split, with one organisation – the Women’s Peace and
Arbitration Auxiliary (WPAA) – attaching itself to the IAPA, the other
reconstituting itself and remaining with the Peace Society. The social
purity politics and Evangelicalism of the WPAA did not appeal to other
women members of the IAPA, however, and a second female auxiliary
was founded in 1887, titled the Women’s Committee. This chapter con-
siders why such an inclusive organisation as the IAPA had two separate
female auxiliaries, and examines the politics of each.

An article by Hodgson Pratt published in Concord in 1888 dwelt at
length on women’s relationship to peace, and their special qualities that
would be of use in the movement. Unlike the Peace Society, he assumed
women’s rights as a given. Pratt wrote: ‘To women, growing stronger in
the best kind of influence over men, through their wider training and
acquirements, and the recognition of their right to a greater part in the
world’s affairs – to women we look for help to reach that new world.’1

Although he believed that there should ‘be no peace society without its
women’s branch’, Pratt also questioned the wisdom of having a separate
‘Women’s Column’ in Concord and separate auxiliaries, such as the
Women’s Committee and the WPAA.2 He reminded the readers of
Concord that:

women as well as men sit on the Executive Committee; and some
of us think that every word in the Journal should be one which men
and women may express or receive without distinction . . . Some of
us doubt whether greater identification of the two branches of the
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human family in all thought and work is not desirable, rather than
this tendency to separateness.3

The issue of mixed sex versus separate women’s organisations was not
generally a matter for debate within the peace movement, although as
previous chapters have shown, the Peace Society was very specific about
the role its women’s auxiliary should take. The IAPA, however, was more
flexible. Its approach to women’s involvement meant that separate spaces
for women did not necessarily marginalise them, but could instead
offer greater opportunities for debates and meetings in which women
managed and conducted their own affairs. They could then focus on
those aspects of the peace movement that were of greatest interest to
them. The WPAA, for example, was particularly concerned with social
purity questions and its members often raised these within discussions
on peace and pacifism. But within the IAPA, and again in contrast to
the Peace Society, women had the opportunity for involvement in its
Executive Committee. Many members of its other women’s auxiliary,
the Women’s Committee, were involved in both the separatist and the
mixed-sex aspects of the Association.

Whether separate organising was compatible with the peace move-
ment was less a matter for debate than in other areas of the women’s
movement, because there was not the same degree of ideological conflict
between the social constructions of ‘women’ and ‘peace’ as there was
between, for example, ‘sex’ and ‘class’.4 Women were often represented
in their traditional role as mothers, and pacifist feminists frequently
emphasised the special reasons why women as a sex would benefit
from an end to war – usually via the argument that women suffered
through losing husbands and sons – but there was also great interest in
ungendered questions of international arbitration and conflict resolution.
Auxiliaries such as the Women’s Committee engaged with similar argu-
ments to the mainstream peace movement, and Concord regularly carried
a ‘Women’s Column’ that covered publications or speeches on peace
questions that would have been of equal interest to men and women
readers. It seems that separate women’s auxiliaries were required by
women members because these provided them with the space to debate
the theory and practice of the peace movement, while also enabling them
to explicitly draw connections with other issues of interest, such as – in
the case of the WPAA – sexual morality and social purity.

The WPAA affiliated itself to the IAPA in 1881 and finally separated
from the Peace Society in the summer of 1882. E. M. Southey and the
other women who constituted the WPAA after the split with the Peace
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Society were overwhelmingly based in London and, perhaps surpris-
ingly, were mostly Quakers. Under Southey’s leadership, the WPAA
in its new guise was as energetic in its peace work as it had been
when part of the Peace Society. In 1884, Southey responded to an article
in the IAPA’s Journal by John Noble, which gave ‘Twelve Reasons in
favour of Arbitration as a Substitute for War in the Settlement of Inter-
national Disputes’. She requested no less than two thousand copies
of the article for circulation, suggesting that although the WPAA’s
work was not being reported in detail in the Journal, it was nonetheless
continuing apace.5

In 1885, Southey began the production of her own journal, The
Olive Leaf. Its first issue contained a brief history of the development of
the WPAA, beginning with the Olive Leaf Circles, the ‘step in advance’
made by the formation of the women’s auxiliary to the Peace Society
in 1874, and the decision in 1882 that ‘it was thought desirable to work
independently of the Peace Society, but, at the same time, in harmony
with them’. A desire was expressed to ‘co-operate heartily with every
kindred society’ working for peace, while the Journal acknowledged
the assistance the WPAA had provided to the IAPA at conferences and
meetings. It was noted in the Journal that The Olive Leaf was not
devoted exclusively to peace questions, having a much wider scope that
included the ‘moral and social welfare’ of the nation. The Peace Society’s
publication, the Herald of Peace, gave The Olive Leaf a much briefer
notice, detailing its price and publisher and remarking that it ‘contains
very useful information’. Mrs Southey was nonetheless recognised by
the Peace Society as ‘an earnest worker in the cause’.6

In keeping with this mood of conciliation, in the late 1880s the
factions that had dominated the British peace movement for nearly
ten years began to temporarily break down. As the prelude to a cross-
organisational ‘Great Peace Demonstration’ in the summer of 1889, a
meeting of the Moral Reform Union (MRU) was held at the house of
its secretary, Thomazine Leigh Browne, in March of that year.7 The
membership overlap between the MRU and the WPAA was considerable.
Leigh Browne was a member of the WPAA throughout its 1874–90
lifespan, and was also a member of the MRU and the Social Purity
Alliance (SPA). She may have been influential in calling the meeting, but
why it was held under the auspices of the MRU rather than as a peace
meeting is unclear. It is possible that the WPAA offered the most obvious
common ground between the Peace Society and the IAPA, blending
as it did the moral and religious concerns of the older organisation and
the radicalism of the new. The meeting saw widespread co-operation
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between members of different peace societies, despite the fact that the
main concern of the MRU was the promotion of social purity.

The Moral Reform Union was the most feminist of the social purity
organisations of the late nineteenth century. Established in 1881 by
Browne, it survived until 1897 and its membership averaged 150 men
and women, peaking at 177 in 1889–90 when Helen Taylor took over as
secretary.8 It was concerned with education, rather than legal reform or
repeal, and its professed aims were to ‘collect, sell, distribute, or publish
Literature for Moral Education’, to study all matters affecting ‘the moral
welfare of the young’, and to work to reform ‘public opinion, law and
custom on questions of sexual morality’.9 It opposed free love, and any
form of state-regulated prostitution, and argued that girls under the age
of eighteen should not be held responsible for any ‘immorality’ that
was visited upon them. It was divided on the question of divorce, but
in agreement that judicial separation should be sufficient in the face of
an ‘unhappy marriage’.10 Pamphlets and tracts produced by the MRU
focused on the Contagious Diseases Acts, the poor moral standards of
public figures, and the need to eradicate sexual double standards.11 It
had strong links with the Social Purity Alliance, an anti-CD Act organ-
isation founded by William Shaen that aimed to promote self-control
among men so that prostitution would become unnecessary. For just
under a year the MRU shared in the production of the SPA’s journal,
the Pioneer of Social Purity.

As an organisation, the MRU attracted a curious mix of people.
Many of its members were political radicals, often involved in repeal
organisations such as the Ladies’ National Association. While such men
and women were undoubtedly concerned with the MRU’s first two aims
of protecting the moral welfare of the young and publishing material on
moral education, they were also concerned with carrying out practical
measures for reform of ideas on sexual morality, particularly the sexual
double standard. Other members, however, were clearly more concerned
with moral reform than with promoting debate on such controversial
subjects as sexual morality. For example, Priscilla Peckover was a MRU
member, but did not argue for the reform of sexual morality in her
own publications.12 The more radical members of the MRU included:
Henrietta Müller, editor of the Women’s Penny Paper; Kate Biggs, sister
of Caroline Ashurst Biggs; Helen Taylor, suffragist and step-daughter of
John Stuart Mill (and the MRU’s honorary secretary for four years);
James Stansfeld, MP and campaigner against the Contagious Diseases
Acts; his wife, Caroline Stansfeld (formerly Ashurst, aunt of Kate and
Caroline Biggs); and William Shaen. It attracted many of the feminists

Heloise Brown - 9781526137890
Downloaded from manchesterhive.com at 05/25/2023 02:57:07AM

via free access



‘the truest form of patriotism’

� 136 �

who were active in the IAPA including Isabella Tod, Laura Ormiston
Chant and Florence Balgarnie, as well as Isabella Ford, Anna Swanwick,
who was president of the IAPA’s Women’s Committee, and a number
of women who were members of the WPAA, including E. M. Southey.13

These connections were the means by which Helen Taylor, as the MRU’s
honorary secretary, was drawn into work for the WPAA. In 1881, when
the WPAA had attached itself to the IAPA but had not yet formally
severed its ties with the Peace Society, Helen Taylor spoke at the WPAA
annual meeting alongside Margaret Bright Lucas on ‘the impotence of
mere force . . . as compared with the slower but more thorough con-
quests of moral persuasion’.14 She also prepared a paper that was read
at the 1893 International Congress of Women in Chicago by Marie
Fischer-Lette of Berlin, another active IAPA member.

The MRU’s March 1889 meeting of peace activists was an unpreced-
ented and unusual occasion, characterised by caution. The resolutions
passed were innocuous enough, and had clearly been designed so as to
promote agreement from all perspectives. The first resolution, protest-
ing against the expansion of the navy, was proposed by Priscilla Peckover
and seconded by E. M. Southey of the WPAA; a second, expressing
satisfaction with the progress of peace on the Continent, was proposed
and seconded by Monica Mangan, secretary of the IAPA’s Women’s
Committee, and William Evans Darby, secretary of the Peace Society;
while the final resolution, requesting a petition to the government urging
mutual disarmament across Europe, was moved by George Gillett of
the Peace Society and seconded by Mrs Charles Mallet of the Women’s
Committee of the IAPA.15

The fact that the members of the various peace societies were meet-
ing in the name of the MRU, and that the Peace Society was only just
beginning to open its executive ranks to women with the appointment
of four female vice-presidents, suggests that significant changes were
taking place, perhaps occasioned by the recent appointment of Darby
to the Peace Society on the recommendation of Priscilla Peckover.
Within only a few months, in the summer of 1889, this new approach of
co-operation and collaboration was publicly affirmed at a ‘Great Peace
Demonstration’ held in St James’ Hall, London. It was organised by a
sub-committee of the Peace Society, aided by Southey and the women
of the WPAA, and there was also collaboration with the IAPA and the
Women’s Committee. Those attending included Margaret Bright Lucas
for the WPAA, Darby for the Peace Society, Hodgson Pratt for the IAPA,
Thomazine Leigh Browne for the WPAA and MRU, William Randal
Cremer for the Workmen’s Peace Association, E. M. Southey for the
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WPAA and Monica Mangan for the Women’s Committee. Reports of the
meeting appeared in both the Herald and Concord, and focused on the
address given by the main guest, Laura Ormiston Chant, who emphasised
the need to influence children against war, the horrors of war, and the
need for the public to take a stand on behalf of peace.16

Within a few months of this meeting, however, further changes took
place in the life of the WPAA. In response to a suggestion by Hodgson
Pratt, the WPAA amalgamated with the other female auxiliary to the
IAPA, the Women’s Committee. Just a few months later, E. M. Southey
retired from peace work. The WPAA Committee presented her with an
illuminated address, which expressed their appreciation of ‘her deep
and untiring devotion to the Peace cause’, and recognised ‘her earnest
and her zealous services . . . during the last sixteen years’. It also voiced
the ‘mingled feelings’ with which WPAA members viewed their recent
amalgamation with the Women’s Committee.17 These ‘mingled feelings’
were borne out over the following years. The new organisation was
dominated by the Committee’s methods and principles, which were
not, as we shall see, entirely in step with those of the WPAA.

The Women’s Committee was characterised by secularist politics, which
placed it much closer to the IAPA in terms of ideology than the WPAA
ever pretended to be. The Committee attempted to ally itself with pro-
minent feminists, but at the same time distanced itself from campaigns
that it deemed controversial. It worked primarily with the Women’s
Liberal Associations, the Women’s Co-operative Guild and the education
branches of co-operative societies.18

The Committee was formed in November 1887, and aimed to make
the work of the IAPA more widely known, promote the study of ques-
tions of ‘international concord’, reform the teaching of children regarding
war, promote the spirit of friendship toward ‘foreign peoples’, and
‘especially . . . [awaken] WOMEN to a clearer perception of the evils of
militarism’. It explicitly invited ‘women of all countries, without distinc-
tion of class, party or creed’ to join, a policy, it might be said, that closely
echoed that of the IAPA.19 The formation of the Committee had been
prompted by the Executive Committee of the IAPA, who called a meet-
ing in late 1887 which was attended by fifty women. The IAPA’s ‘Appeal
to Women’ had been reprinted, and they were ‘anxious to obtain for
it a wide circulation’.20 Miss Anna Swanwick, suffragist and prominent
translator of Goethe and Æschylus, accepted the presidency of the
Committee, and Miss Monica Mangan was appointed its secretary.21 In
February 1888 Concord published details of two vice-presidents, one of
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whom was perhaps a surprising choice: Mary, Lady Hobart, and Millicent
Garrett Fawcett.22

Fawcett’s jingoistic imperialism and her support for rule by force
have been discussed earlier in this book. Her commitment to the vice-
presidency of the Committee appears to have been somewhat half-hearted.
There is no record of her attending IAPA or Women’s Committee meet-
ings, although she sent written apologies for her inability to attend on
at least four occasions, and finally resigned the vice-presidency in early
1889.23 Monica Mangan’s appointment as secretary was, however, a crucial
one. She became an active and prolific member of the Committee and a
translator of European peace articles for publication in Concord.24 An
anonymous letter in Concord in February 1889 noted that ‘I am certain
that the Committee could not have been carried on at all without [her]
. . . devotion and energy.’25

In 1890, Mangan contributed a page-long article on ‘Women and
Peace’ to Concord, in which she discussed the indifference of many
women to peace work. Some, she considered, took peace either to
mean something very ‘indistinct’ (such as, for example, inner peace or
tranquillity) or they assumed it to mean absolute pacifism, rather than
the adoption of practical steps to encourage arbitration between nations.
Here, she may have been referring to the WPAA and the Peace Society
respectively. The moral reform focus of the WPAA allied it much closer to
the concept of an inner peace, which would then permeate and transform
society, than to arguments for arbitration or international tribunals. The
Peace Society, of course, had a public reputation as an absolute pacifist
body, one of its chief signifiers of difference from the IAPA. Mangan went
on to argue that although women had much improved their ‘intellectual
advancement’ in recent years – and here she recognised that these
improvements had also been condemned by many women – it was none-
theless still a common ‘feminine characteristic’ to exhibit ‘an essential
and deeply-rooted Conservatism . . . [and] a certain lack of mental per-
spective’. During war, women flocked to nurse the wounded, ‘but it
does not occur to the majority to ask, “Need there be any wounded?” ’26

Women, Mangan argued, failed to think about the consequences of war,
but once they realised that war was wrong they possessed an inherent
duty to effect change by speaking and acting upon their principles.

Her arguments in this piece and in other speeches and articles
reproduced in Concord suggest that Mangan was a secularist, although
she did address the role of Christianity in war by reminding Christians
that peace should appeal equally to ‘the Christian and the friend of
Humanity’, because ‘in the belief of one, souls so hastened into another
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world are often unprepared to die; and, according to the other, they
are cut off, and pass into the cold night of oblivion before their time’.27

When she first addressed the IAPA’s annual meeting in 1892, she
explained the strength that the ‘London Secularists’ had given to the work
of the Women’s Committee, and acknowledged the input of the women
of the Society of Friends, who largely constituted the membership of the
WPAA.28 This classification epitomises the differences between the two
auxiliaries. Mangan’s use of secularist ideas located her ideologically with
the Committee, whereas Evangelicals such as Southey and the Quakers
who made up the WPAA preferred moral and religious arguments.

Mangan used free trade and Cobdenite arguments for peace rather
than religious ideas. She held that ‘prosperity would result from the
interdependence of nations . . . [F]ree commercial relations, international
education, and other ideals – in a word, all which tends to the unity of
man – would sweep away the prejudices founded upon the self-seeking
fostered by diplomats.’29 She clearly had more in common with the
radicalism of Hodgson Pratt and the IAPA than with the ‘peace through
moral reform’ message of the WPAA. Mangan’s role within the Women’s
Committee ended after only a few years, however. She married Hodgson
Pratt in late 1892, and although she continued to attend peace meetings,
the greater part of her time was taken up with the demands of marriage
and motherhood. The couple retired from peace work and moved to
France in 1899, when the chairmanship of the IAPA was taken up by
Felix Moscheles.

The Women’s Committee’s first report was published in Concord in
July 1888, and showed that it had been working closely with the Women’s
Liberal Associations (WLAs), a fact emphasised by their invitation of
the WLA Committee member, Eliza Orme, to the IAPA’s annual meeting
in 1888.30 The Committee offered to give lectures on peace and arbitration
to WLA meetings, and asked the WLAs if one or two members from
each would join them in promoting peace. Connections between the
Committee and WLAs developed further over the following months,
as a number of the members clearly overlapped. In addition to lectures
in Bristol arranged by Eliza Orme, Emilia Monck (a member of the
Women’s Committee and the Chelsea Liberal Association) arranged
similar meetings, as did Committee members Marion Mills and Miss
Ravenstein, who had links with Brixton Liberal Alliance.31

For a short period, the Women’s Committee’s small member-
ship was fairly active. In 1888, it held meetings that were addressed by
Mrs Oscar Wilde, Mrs Stuart Downing and Florence Balgarnie, among
others. Mrs Wilde focused upon the influence that women had over
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men, as wives, sisters or friends, and the influence that mothers had over
children. She concluded that the family was the ‘unit of the nation’, and
much work could be done by ‘the preservation of peace in the family’.
Florence Balgarnie, in contrast, spoke about the bodies that supported
war, ‘monopolies, the military, and the Government classes’, while Mrs
Downing stated that the Committee did not believe in the ‘extreme’
peace principle (absolute pacifism), nor did it wish for the obliteration
of armies and navies. Indeed, it could see the ‘wisdom of maintaining
[these] . . . in a state of efficiency’. Instead, its purpose was to educate
people and public opinion in different nations, so that they would pre-
fer to settle disputes by ‘rational’ means. She concluded that ‘we know
that information as to the objects of the Association is the only thing
needed to make it successful’.32 Women’s role was therefore to be patient
and calm enough to put the message across successfully.

Despite this encouragement, the Committee cannot have worked as
well as it was originally hoped. At the February 1889 annual meeting,
Hodgson Pratt proposed that the Women’s Committee amalgamate with
another society. He sent the meeting a list of twenty-two suggestions for
its future work, which included international education, International
Conferences of Women, the formation of a sub-committee to supply
articles to the press, correspondence with existing women’s committees
with a view to holding local conferences, and consideration of whether
the Committee would be ‘stronger and more successful’ if it was to
constitute itself independently of the IAPA. The Committee’s response
came within a year, when it amalgamated with the WPAA, to become
known as ‘the Women’s Committee of the International Arbitration
and Peace Association’.33

The amalgamation raises the question of why the Women’s Com-
mittee was established separately from the WPAA to begin with. As
shown in chapter 4, the WPAA’s feminist leanings were unacceptable to
the Peace Society, but in the context of the IAPA it seems to have been
its Evangelical social purity stance, rather than its feminism per se, which
was problematic. Certainly it seems to have been insufficiently politicised
for those who made up the Women’s Committee, as Monica Mangan’s
use of Cobdenite arguments, and her rejection of the search for ‘inner
peace’ as a road to international peace, suggest. The problem was not one
of absolute pacifism against pragmatism, as characterised by the conflicts
between the Peace Society and the IAPA, but a distinction in the way that
ideas of the domestic sphere were used. The WPAA explicitly argued that
moral purity was a prerequisite for peace. The Women’s Committee, by
contrast, echoed the secularist ideas and political liberalism of the IAPA.
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After the amalgamation, the new committee was dominated by the
ideals of the old Women’s Committee. It continued the co-operation
with Women’s Liberal Association branches, and relied increasingly on
Cobdenite free trade arguments for peace. The social purity stance which
had dominated the WPAA was entirely absent, although there were
attempts by both auxiliaries to highlight the connections between the
two organisations and their previous methods of work. For example,
shortly after the amalgamation, Elizabeth Colgate, an Evangelical and
a member of the WPAA since 1874, submitted a short account of Elihu
Burritt’s Olive Leaf Circles to Concord along with a letter sent in 1853
from the late Richard Cobden to ‘Mrs C.’, a convenor of an Olive Leaf
Circle. The same letter had appeared in an early number of the Women’s
Suffrage Journal. It was a message of encouragement to women engaged
in peace work, in which Cobden stated that: ‘All I desire to impress
upon you is the value of your own labours.’ He continued: ‘As a busy
and practical politician . . . nothing is so calculated to nerve our arms, and
impart confidence to us in the struggle of public life, as to know that
the active sympathy of the ladies is on our side.’34 Colgate concluded
by noting that the letter showed that the peace cause had very much
advanced since the days of the Olive Leaf Circles, but that much remained
to be done. The letter, and Colgate’s message, suggested that the Com-
mittee’s interest in Cobden could be blended with the old-fashioned
respectability and domesticity of the Olive Leaf Circles, an aspect that
appealed to the WPAA members. But the peace movement had changed
dramatically since the days of Cobden and the Olive Leaf Circles, leaving
little common ground between the religious and the secular organisa-
tions. Colgate’s message was not sufficiently nuanced to speak to the
feminist, suffragist principles of the WPAA, which were also increas-
ingly distant from the Olive Leaf Circles. The amalgamation of the
Women’s Committee and the WPAA ultimately failed, and the WPAA
members disappeared from active work within the IAPA, a process
which was hastened by the fact that the WPAA had lost both its chief
organiser and its president since Mrs Southey’s retirement and Margaret
Bright Lucas’ death in 1890.

The work of the Women’s Committee slowed down considerably
after 1892, probably as a result of E. M. Southey and Monica Mangan’s
retirement from peace work. Concord frequently reported the work
of the LBWPAS, but there was little recorded on the activities of the
Women’s Committee. Even the more active women who constituted
the Committee continued to work for the IAPA and contribute to its
funds, rather than maintaining their own organisation.
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In relation to feminism, the IAPA accommodated many different
perspectives, from social purity campaigners who aimed to redefine
motherhood, to secularists and neo-Malthusianists who saw arbitration
and internationalism as evidence of the progress of civilisation. The
Evangelical moral reformers who comprised the WPAA argued that if
higher standards could be brought about in terms of relations between
the sexes, then there would be an increase in social justice and universal
peace would be attainable. In contrast, the Women’s Committee relied
on arguments of social justice through democracy and international co-
operation. Within the IAPA, the diversity of its auxiliaries was tolerated
and indeed encouraged, with the result that several strands of pacifist
feminism can clearly be seen to emerge by the end of the century.

Chapter 9 pursues this question of diversity within the feminist
movement by examining the International Council of Women, in par-
ticular the problems it encountered in recruiting women to work for
peace.
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