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Eşref Aksu

This study explores the normative dimension of the UN's evolving role in peace and security and,

ultimately, in governance. What is problematised here is both the UN's changing raison d'être

and the wider normative context within which the organisation is located. The study looks at the

UN through the window of one of its most contentious, yet least understood, practices: active

involvement in intra-state conflicts as epitomised by UN peacekeeping. 

Drawing on the conceptual tools provided by the 'historical structural' approach, this study seeks

to understand whether, how and why the international community continuously reinterprets or

redefines the UN's relationship with intra-state conflicts. The study concentrates on intra-state

'peacekeeping environments', and examines what changes, if any, have occurred to the

normative basis of UN peacekeeping in intra-state conflicts from the early 1960s to the early

1990s. One original aspect of the study is its analytical framework, where the conceptualisation

of 'normative basis' revolves around objectives, functions and authority, and is closely connected

with the institutionalised values in the UN Charter, among them, state sovereignty, human rights

and socio-economic development.

Eşref Aksu teaches International Politics at the University of Limerick, Ireland
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New Approaches to Conflict Analysis
Series editor: Peter Lawler, Senior Lecturer in International Relations, Department of
Government, University of Manchester

Until recently, the study of conflict and conflict resolution remained comparatively
immune to broad developments in social and political theory. When the changing
nature and locus of large-scale conflict in the post-Cold War era is also taken into
account, the case for a reconsideration of the fundamentals of conflict analysis and
conflict resolution becomes all the more stark.

New Approaches to Conflict Analysis promotes the development of new theoretical insights
and their application to concrete cases of large-scale conflict, broadly defined. The series
intends not to ignore established approaches to conflict analysis and conflict resolution,
but to contribute to the reconstruction of the field through a dialogue between orthodoxy
and its contemporary critics. Equally, the series reflects the contemporary porosity of
intellectual borderlines rather than simply perpetuating rigid boundaries around the
study of conflict and peace. New Approaches to Conflict Analysis seeks to uphold the norma-
tive commitment of the field’s founders yet also recognises that the moral impulse to
research is properly part of its subject matter. To these ends, the series is comprised of the
highest quality work of scholars drawn from throughout the international academic
community, and from a wide range of disciplines within the social sciences.
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